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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO  THE 


FIRST  EDITION. 


It  is  needlefe.  to  ulher  in  this  performance  to  the 
world  by  a Preface  Hn  the  common  form,  proving  the 
importance  of  the  fubjeft  to  be  treated  of,  and  the. 
neceffity  of  taking  it  up  at  this  time ; both  are  fuffi- 
ciently  felt  and  acknowledged  : it  will  therefore  fuffice, 
that  I briefly  explain  my  intention  in  the  following 
Iheets,  fubniitting  it  to  the  ca.ndid  Public,  whether  the 
execution  is  anfwerable  or  not  to  the  delign. 

I purpofe  JirJl  to  give  a diftinft  and  accurate  idea 
of  the  Anatomy  of  the  Teeth,  and  the  adjacent  parts, 
to  prevent  as  much  as  poffible,  thofe  accidents  which 
arife  from  the  ignorance  of  unflcilful  praditioners  in 
this  point ; who,  unacquainted  with  the  ftrufture  of 
the  parts,  never  fall  to  expofe  their  patients  to  un- 
neceflary  pain,  and  frequently  to  dangerous  confe- 
quences. 
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PREFACE. 


Secondly i To  point  out  the  more  immediate  Cavifes 
of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Teeth ; and  to  (hew  how  they 
may  be  mitigated,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  prevented. 

And,  thirdly y To  introduce  and  recommend  a more 
general  attention  than  has  hitherto  prevailed,  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  Teeth,  fo  ufefiil  to  the  purpofes  of 
life,  and  fo  ornamental  in  that  part  of  the  Creation 
where  Beauty  feems  to  have  fixed  her  peculiar  feat. 

A long,  extenfive,  and,  I believe  I may  fay,  fuc- 
cefsful  pradlice,  has  enabled  me  to  acquire  the  know- 
ledge which  I here  pretend  to  commimicate  to  the 
world.  The  fubjeft  is,  in  fome  degree,  new  in  this 
country ; . I therefore  hope  for  indulgence,  and  claim 
no  abfolute  merit,  but  in  my  intention.  Whatever 
fhare  I may  be  further  entitled  to  from  the  performance 
itfelf,  depends  entirely  upon  the  judgment  of  the 
Reader  to  beftow,  and  to  whom  I fubmit  it,  without 
referve. 
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TREATISE 

OK  THB 

TEETH; 


X EETH  are  given  us  by  Nature,  in  order  to  cut,  break, 
and  grind  the  necelTary  aliments,  and  to  give  a ftronger  and 
a more  articulate  found  to  the  voice. 

What  is  chiefly  to  be  confidered  in  the  Teeth,  is  their 
texture,  number,  and  figure;  their  exaft  order  and  arrange- 
ment, and  the  time  they  begin  to  appear. 

In  the  Teeth  we  may  diftinguifh  three  parts,  nainely,  the 
body,  or  crown,  of  the  Tooth,  which  appears  out  of  the 
gums;  the  middle,  comprehending  the  fpace  covered  by 
the  gums,  and  called  the  neck  or  collar  of  the  Tooth ; and 
lafiJy,  the  root,  which  lies  buried  in  the  focket. 

We  find  in  a Tooth  three  different  fubftances.  The  firll 
furrounds  and  covers  the  body  or  crown  of  the  Tooth ; it  is 
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tflin,  but  grows  thicker  by  degrees,  as  it  draws  near  to  the 
extremity  of  the  crown.  This  fubftance  is  fo  clofe  and 
hard,  that  no  imprelTion,  either  with  a file,  or  any  other 
fliarp  inftrument,  can  be  made  on  it  but  with  great  diffi- 
• culty  and  trouble ; its  colour  is  that  of  a pearl  white,  almoft 
peculiar  to  the  Teeth. 

This  coitical  fubftance  is  what  we  call  the  enamel,  or 
vitreous  part,  and  it  forms  ilfelf  before  the  Tooth  comes 
out;  it  grows  ftronger  and  finer  until  the  age  of  about 
twenty,  after  which  time  it  begins  to  wear  otT,  by  continual 
life;  and  fo  liable  is  it  to  decay,  that  we  often  fee  perfons 
of  a middle  age  without  the  lead  enamel  on  their  Teeth: 
fuch  a thing  frequently  happens  in  old  people.  But  although 
the  enamel  be  loft,  or  deftrpyed,  ftill  the  Tooth  is  not  fo 
liable  to  decay  as  pne  may  imagine;  for  we  find  many 
Teeth  firm  and  found  in  their  internal  fubftance,  notwith- 
ftanding  they  have  been  deprived  of  their  outward  coat  for 
.many  years:  however,  when  once  it  is  gone,  the  Tooth  lies 
more  expofed  to  the  irnpreffion,of  heat  and  cold,  and  to  bp 
affed  upon  by  any  thing  acid  and  fharp : and,  as  for  the 
enamel,  the  lofs  of  it  can  never  be  repaired.'* 

The  fecond  fubftance  is  not  fo  clofe  as  the  former,  and 
confequently  lefs  hard ; it  is  of  a dufliy  white  colour,  and 
of  the  fame  nature  as  that  of  all  human  bon.es,  although 

fomewhat 


* Ruyflj,  the  anatomift,  declared  he  could  trace  the  arteries  into  the 
hardeft  part  of  the  Teeth : Lewenhoeck  believed  > he  fibres  of  the  enamel 
to  be  fo  many  veffels  ; Monro  afierted  he  had  frequently  injefted  the 
veffels  of  the  Teeth  in  children,  fo  that  the  infide  of  the  cortex  appeared 
pcrfciSIy  red. — But  the  ingenious  Mr.  John  Hunter,  and  other  late 
•writers,  arc  of  opinion,  that  the  enamel  is'  not  vafcular,  and  that  ilo 
injedlion  can  ever  reach  ir. 
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fomewhat  harder:  it  begins  immediately  under  the  enamel; 
in  the  body  of  the  Tooth,  and  covers  the  neck,  togetlier 
with  the  whole  root. 

The  third  is  that  which  forms  the  internal  part  of  the 
Teeth,  and  is  called  the  Bulb:  it  is  foft  in  regard  to  the 
former,  but  very  clofe  and  firm,  if  we  compare  it  to  the 
marrow  of  the  other  bones. 

The  outward  covering  or  enamel,  and  the  bony  part  of 
the  Tooth,  are  not  fulceptible  of  the  leaft  fenfation.  . 

The  reafon  why  Teeth  are  affefied  by  fomething  acid  or 
fliarp,  is  owing  to  a certain  tremor  that  communicates,  and, 
as  it  were,  thrills  through  the  nerve’  in  the  inward  part.  If 
this  nerve  is  left  uncovered  by  a caries  of  the  bony  fubr 
fiance,  then  we  are  tormented  hy  the  moft  excruciating  pain." 

Men  at  twenty,  and  about  three  years  after,  have  gene- 
rally twenty-eight  Teeth,  fourteen  in  each  mandible,  or 
jaw.  This  number  encreafes  to  thirty-two,  when  the  four 
Teeth,  called  dentes Japientia,  appear;  but  as  thofe-in  fome 
perfons  come  out  fooner,  in  others  later,  and  in  fome  never; 
we  may  juftly  fay,  that  the  number  of  Teeth,  at  a medium, 
is  thirty.  Some  writers  were  formerly  of  opinion,  that 
men  had  thirty  two  Teeth,  and  women  twenty  eight;  but 
infpeftion  may  plainly  evince  the  abfurdity  of  this  notion. 

All  the  Teeth  that  exceed  the  number  of  thirty-two,  may 
be  reduced  as  fupernumerary ; they  generally  pufh  out  be- 
tween the  incifores,  or  fore  Teeth,  of  the  upper  jaw;  and 
in  fuch  cafe  the  incifores  are  encreafed  in  their  number. 
Thefe  fupernumcrary  Teeth  refcmble  very  much  the  lateral 
incifores  of  the  upper  jaw.  And  it  happens  that  the  incifores 
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alfo  of  the  lower  j^tw,  and  the  malares,  or  grinders,  themfelves, 
have  been  multiplied  by  intervening  fupernumerary  Teeth, 

Teeth  are  generally  divided  into  three  clafles,  viz.  the 
heiforts^  ox  cutting  Teeth ; the  canini^  or  dog  Teeth,  and 
the  molares.^  or  grinder#.* 

The  inci/ores  are  eight  in  number;  four  in  front  of  each 
mandible.  They  are  called  incifoTcs^  becaufe  their  bufinefs 
is  to  cut  the  aliments;  for  which  purpofe  their  outward 
form,  at  the  extremities,  is  peculiarly  and  wonderfully 
adapted.  On  the  outer  furfacc,  next  the  lips,  they  are  a 
little  convex,  and  on  that  next  the  palate,  concave.  The 
two  incifores  in  the  middle  of  the  upper  jaw  are  longer,  and 
often  broader  than  thofe  on  each  fide,  or  any  of  the  other 
tKciforef ; for  indeed  the  lateral  upper  incifores  exceed  the 
lower  in  magnitude.  The  two  middle'  upper  incifores  may 
be  called'  the  greater ; thofe  on  each  fide,  the  lefler ; and 
the  four  of  the  lower  mandible,  the  fmall  incifores.  Thefe 
Teeth  deferibe  a kind  of  femicircle. 

The  eanini  are  four  in  number  ;f  they  lie  one  at  each  fide 
next  the  incifores^  between  them  and  the  molaresy  in  both 

jaws. 


* Mr.  Hunter  varies  this  dividon.  He  retains  the  name  of  incifores 
t()  the  four  fore  Teeth  ; but  he  diftinguifhes  the  eanini  by  the  title  of 
cujpidati : the  two  next  to  thefe  which  have  been  called  motares  he  names 
the  bicufpides,  and  allots  the  name  of  grinders  only  to  the  three  laft  Teeth 
on  each  fide.  'Vide  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Teeth,  page  42,  et  fcq.  by 
John  Hunter,  F.  R.  S.  Surgeon-extraordinary  to  His  Majefty. 

f The  eminent  pradlitioner,  above  quoted,  remarks  of  thefe  Teeth, 
that  we  may  trace  in  them  a fimilarity  in  lhape,  fituation,  and  ufe,  from 
the  moft  im^rfeftly  carnivorous  animal,  which  we  believe  to  be  that  of 
the  HvMAN  Species,  to  the  £.ion,  which  is  the  moft  perfedlly  carni* 
vorous  of  the  animal  creation. 
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jaws.  Thefe  Teeth  are  rather  longer,'  more  round,  and 
lefs  cutting  than  the  incifores,.  Their  ufe  is  to  part  things 
that  are  of  a folid  nature ; in  regard  to  their  ftru£lure,  they 
appear  to  be  very  proper,  not  only  for  cutting  afunder  any 
piece  of  folid  food,  but  alfo  for  keeping  it  firm  in  the  time 
of  maftication.  They  are  called  canini,  becaufe  they  are 
very  like  the  Teeth  of  a dog.  The  upper  canini  are  alfo 
known  by  the  name  of  eye-teeth,  becaufe  it  was  anciently 
believed,  that  they  had  a kind  of  connexion  with  the  eyes, 
and  that,  by  drawing  any  of  them,  the  fight  was  en- 
dangered; but  daily  experience  has  clearly  demonftrated, 
that  fuch  a connexion  and  danger  are  merely  imaginary. 

Immediately  after  thefe  come  the  molares^  or  grinders. 
They  are  twenty  in  number,  five  on  each  fide  of  both 
jaws.  The  two  firft  in  each  row,  or  the  neareft  to  the 
canini^  are  the  fmall  grinders,  and  the  others  the  large. 
They  are  fo  called,  becaufe  they  are  thicker,  blunter,  and 
more  flat  at  their  extremities  than  the  reft.  They  operate 
like  mill-ftones,  to  bruife  and  grind  the  food.  Their 
figures  are  almoft  fquare.  The  broad  end,  or  top  of  each 
grinder,  is  divided  into  feveral  little  eminences  and  cavities 
in  fuch  a manner,  that  when  the  jaws  ftiut,  the  eminences 
of  the  upper  grinders  are  received  into  the  cavities  of  the 
lower,  and  fo  vice  verfa. 

We  cannot  help  admiring  with  aftonilhment  the  works 
of  Providence,  in  the  figure  and  exa£l  difpofition  of  all  the 
Teeth,  which  can  never  be  too  clofely  examined. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  form  a better  idea  of  this  ad- 
mirable contrivance,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that 
the  lower  jaw  is  a kind  of  lever,  refting  itfelf  at  the 
extremity,  where  it  joins  by  articulation  to  the  temporal 
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bones;  the  aliments  are  the  refifting  bodies,  and  the  clei 
vatory  miifcles  are  the  afting  powers  to  m'ercome  that 
refiftance,  by  railing  the  jaw. 

The  grinders,  which  are  rather  blunt,  Hand  nearer  the 
centre  of  the  motion,  and  confequently  prefs  more  forcibly 
than  the  reft ; and  this  is  the  reafon,  that  when  we  would 
bite  fomething  remarkably  hard,  w-e  generally  place  it 
between  the  molares\  the  cartini  and  the  indferes  can  never 
aft  with  fo  much  force,  being  farther  removed  from  the 
centre  of  motion,  but  their  want  of  power  is  fufficiently 
compenfated  by  their  form. 

In  (peaking  of  the  name  and  charafterlftical  figure  of 
the  Teeth,  enough  has  been  faid  concerning  that  part  of  the 
Teeth  which  appears  out  of  the  Gums,  viz.  the  crown; 
therefore  we  flial!  proceed  to  their  neck. 

OF  THE  NECK  OP  THE  TEETH. 

The  Neck  is  that  part  of  the  Tooth  covered  by  the 
gums,  and  a bony  fubftalice,  which,  as  we  faid  before,  is 
of  a dufky  white  colour.  In  that  part  of  the  neck  which 
joins  to  the  gums,  Ave  find  fome  little  inequalities,  or  rather 
wrinkles,  .that  caufe  fome  fmall  vefTels,  belonging  to  the 
gums,  to  adhere  more  clofely  to  it:  by  this  means,  not  only 
faline  particles  are  prevented  from  getting  into  the  fockets, 
but  the  Tooth  is  alfo  rendered  fo  firm  and  flrong,  as  to 
fecure  it  from  being  fhook'or  loofened. 

- OF  THE  ROOT. 

The  Root  is  that  part  which  is  buried  in  the  focket,  a 
continuation  of  the  fame  fubftance  and  colour  with  that  of 
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the  neck.  It  is  covered  by  a membrane  exaftly  fimilar  to 
that  which  lines  the  focket,— The  root  of  each  Tooth  is 
generally  longer  than  the  body,  and  is  thereby  rendered 
more  able  to  bear  any  drain  or  violent  impreflion,  oc- 
calioned  fometimes  by  chewing,  gnawing,  or  breaking 
bodies  of  a hard  nature. 

In  every  root  we  find,  towards  the  extremity,  a little 
hole,  which  is  a paflage  to  the  internal  fubftance,  or  the 
bulb  of  the  Tooth. 

There  is  alib  a little  branch  of  an  artery,  a fmall  vein, 
and  a nervous  filament.  Th^s  hole  is  clofed  up  in  old  age, 
and  then  Teeth  lofe  their  fenfation.  Various,  are  the  figures 
of  roots,  and  in  each  fpecies  of  Teeth  there  is  a particular 
one. 

In  all  the  incifores  there  is  but  one  root  to  each  Tooth, 
which  decreafes  gradually,  and  ends  at  laft  in  a point.  The 
cantni  likewife  have  generally  but  one  root;  but  there  are 
fome  with  two,  quite  divided  through  all  their  extent,  and 
others  only  at  the  extremities;  fuch  Teeth,  however,  arfe 
very  uncommon..  The  fide  of  the  roots  of  the  incifores  and 
the  canini  are  flat,  and  reft  upon  the  partition  of  each 
focket:  which  mechanifm  fixes  more  firmly  thefe  Teeth  in 
their  fockets;  their  necks  and  bodies  being  alfo  flat  laterally, 
and  applied  to  the  contiguous  Teeth,  they  receive  mutually 
a ftrong  and  confiderable  fupport,  by  being  lb  well  adapted 
to  each  other.  _The  fmall  grinders,  namely,  thofe  that 
come  immediately  after  the  canini,  on  each  fide  of  both 
jaws,  have  generally  but  one  root;  fome  are  found  with 
two,  and  fome  even  with  three;  but  fuch  a cafe  is  very  rare. 
The  fmall  grinders,  that  have  but  one  root,  have  it  always 
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flat  on  the  Tides,  and  therefore  it  Tupports  itfelf  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  indfores  and  the  canini. 

■ The  number  of  roots  in  the  large  molares,  both  in  the 
upper  and  lower  jaw,  is  very  uncertain.  There  are  fome 
large  grinders,  with  one  or  two  flat  roots,  and  each  root 
Teems  to  be  formed  out  of  two  joined  together,  diftinguifhed 
only  by  a little  kind  of  channel,  which  rifes  immediately 
from  the  crown  of  the  Teeth,  and  appears  through  all  their 
extent,  in  order  to  mark  out  the  diviflon.  In  other  large 
grinders,  there  are  three,  four,  and  fometimes  five  roots, 
quite  feparate  from  one  another,  extending  themfelves  in  a 
large  compafs;  for  which  reafon  fuch  Teeth  are  deeply 
rooted,  and  flick  more  clofely  to  the  focket.  Hence  it  hap- 
pens, that  the  molates  are  not  fo  eafily  drawn  out  of  their 
focket,  whenever  the  adjoining  Tooth  is  wanting. 

The  laft  grinders,  otherwife  called  the  dentes  fapienti'ay 
have  fewer  roots  than  the  two  Teeth  that  precede  them,  and 
their  body  is  not  fo  thick.  They  have  generally  but  two 
roots  joined  to  each  other,  which  very  feldom  appear  fepa- 
rate in  all  their  extent,  or’ even  at  their  extremities;  there 
have  been  fome,  notwithflanding,  with  three,  four,  and 
even  five  roots,  very  plainly  divided  one  from  another;  but 
this  cafe  is  very  rare. 

The  crown  or  body  of  thefe  Teeth  is  almoft  all  covered 
by  the  gums.'  Sometimes  the  roots  of  the  large  grinders 
are  crookedly  inclined  towards  the  internal  part  of  the 
focket,  and  fometimes  towards  the  external.  Some  are  in 
an  undulating  form,  and  fome  are  bent  one  againfl  the 
other,  or  laid  acrofs  altogether,  and  therefore  it  is  a very 
difficult  talk  to  draw  a Tooth  of  this  kind.  For  if  ever  one 
of  thefe  roots  bend  with  a point  quite  oppofite  to  another 
root  that  may  be  lodged  in  the  little  cell  of  the  next  focket, 

then 


ON  THE  TEETH. 


13 


then  thefe  two  roots  will  form,  as  it  were,  a pair  of  pincers, 
and  gripe  with  their . extremities  the  bony  fubftance  that 
parts  one  cell  from  another ; and  confequently,  in  drawing 
a Tooth  with  thofe  roots,  we  are  forced  either  to  tear  tha 
bony  partitions  of  the  cells,  or  if  this  fliould  refift,  then 
either  one  or  the  other,  and  fometimes  both  thefe  crooked 
extremities  muft  break;  and  in- both  cafes  it  may  be  of  very 
bad  confequence.  There  is  alfo  great  danger  in  drawing 
the  upper  molares,  left  you  fliould  tear  with  the  Tooth  the 
bottom  of  the  focket,  together  with  a very  thin  bony  lamina 
or  fcale  that  parts  it  from  a cavity,  called  the  maxillary  fmus\ 
for  then  the  mucous  membrane  is  unluckily  torn  ; and  this 
gives  occafion  for  inflammations  and  ulcers  in  that  mem- 
brane, and  may  even  produce  a cancerous  ulcer,  as  it  has 
happened  in  many  cafes. 

Every  root  has  a hole  that  communicates  with  the  cavity 
in  the  middle  of  the  crown  ; which  cavity  in  the  grinders  is 
divided  into  as  many  fmall  Jinufes  as  there  are  little  eminences 
on  the  bafe,  which  is  lined  with  a membrane  that  ferves  as 
a flieath  to  the  fmall  blood  veflels  and  nerves,  that  are 
included  in  the  internal  part  of  the  Tooth.  At  the  extremity 
of  each  root  there  is,  as  we  faid  before,  one  or  more  little 
holes  that  receive  nerves,  blood  veflels,  and  perhaps  abfor- 
bent  veflels,  which  by  their  connexion  together,  form  what 
we  call  the  chord  of  the  Tooth.  This  chord  pafles  through 
the  cavity  of  the  root,  and  conveys  a proper  nourifliment 
to  the  fubftance  of  the  Tooth  ; and  as  it  draws  nearer  the 
crown  it  becomes  thicker,  by  means  of  the  membrane  that 
lines  the  cavity. 

The  inci/orcs  znd  canini  have  their  nerves  from  a branch 
of  the  fifth  pair,  called  the  upper  maxillary,  which  infinu- 
ates  itfelf  into  the  orbital  canal,  from  whence  it  comes  out, 
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to- be  diftributed  on  the  face,  and  in  its  way  fends  off  fila- 
ments for  all  the  roots  of  thefe  Teeth. 

The  imlares  likewife  receive  their  nerves  from  the  fame 
branch  through  fmall  holes,  formed  in  the  hinder  part  of 
external  lateral  furfaceof  -the.upper  maxillary  bone. 

The  veins  and  arteries,  as  they  always  join  with  the 
nerves,  communicate  themfelves  in  the  fame  way  to  the 
Teeth.  Thefe  arteries  are  branches  of  the  external  carotids 
and  the  veins  of  the  jugular. 

The- nerves  of  the  lower  jaw  are  from  another  branch 
of  the  fifth  pair,  called  the  inferior  maxillary,  which  enters 
into  a canal  on  the  infide  of  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw, 
and  is  continued  on  each  fide  to  the  chin,  a little  below  the 
roots  of  the  Teeth.  In  palling  along  this  bony  canal,  th^ 
nerve  fends  off  filaments  to  the  roots  of  each  of  the  molares 
and  canini,  and  is  then  divided  into  two  branches,  one  of 
which  comes  out  of  a hole  of  the  bone  in  the  chin,  called 
the  mental  hole,  to  be  then  diftributed  to  the  chin  and 
roufcles  of  the  under  lip. 

The  other  branch-pafles  on  to  the  fyqiphyfis  of  the  lower 
jaw,  and  is  diftributed  to  the  roots  of  the  inci/ores  and  diploe 
of  the  bone. — The  arteries  which  are  fent  to  the  Teeth  of 
this  mandible  have  their  rife  from  the  external  carotid,  and 
follow  precifely  the  courfe  of  the  nerve  through  this  bony 
canal,  accompanying  it  through  the  whole*  of  its  diftribu- 
tion.  The  veins  arife  from  the  external  jugular. 

It  therefore  appears,  from  what  has  been  faid  on  this 
fubjeft,  that  a tooth-ach  in  the  molares^  or  grinders,  muft 
be  more  exquifitely  painful  than  in  any  of  the  other  Teeth ; 

for 


ON  THE  TEETH. 


15 


for  as  the  molares  are  furnilhed  with'  a greater  number  of 
roots,  and  each  root  has  its  arteiy,  vein,  and  nerve,  it 
therefore  follows,  that  a Tooth  of  five  roots  muft  have 
fifteen  fenfitive  bodies;  which,  if  expofed  to  heat  and  cold, 
by  a caries  of  the  bony  matter,  will,  cateris  paribus, 
produce  a greater  quantity  of  pain,  than  that  of  a Tooth 
with  a fingle  root. 


OF  THE  SOCKETS. 

The  fockets  are  cavities  formed,  in  the  jaw-bones,  for 
the  receiving  and  fixing  the  Teeth;  but  thefe  will  be  better 
tinderftood  by  giving  a previous  idea  of  the  mandibles  in 
■general,  which  have  fo  great  a ftiare  in  forming  tiie  counte- 
nance; for  if  the  Teeth  be  wanting  in  either  jaw,  the  lower 
will  be  brought  fo  much  the  nearer  to  the  upper,  by  the 
ftrong  adtion  of  the  temporal  mufcles,  as  to  make  the  chin 
and  nofe  approximate  one  another,  and  fpoil  the  beauty  and 
fymmetry  of  the  face. 

The  mandibles  may  be  confidered  as  two  bony  arches, 
lying  parallel  to  each  other  ; the  lower  jaw  moving  on  its 
condyles,  and  the  upper,  which  is  properly  compofed  of  two 
bones  that  are  firmly  united  before,  and  along  the  palate,  fo 
as  to  form  a confiderable  part  of  that  bony  arch.  This 
mandible  is  firmly  attached  to  the  other  bones  of  the  face  ; 
it  has  ."I  cavity  on  each  fide,  diredlly  above  the  roots  of  the 
grinders,  which  is  fometimes  opened  by  drawing  Teeth  with 
long  roots,  that  have  pierced  into  it. 

The  low’cr  jaw  is  likewife  compofed  of  two  bones,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  infant  ftate;  which  are  firmly  united  at  the 
fymphyfis  of  the  chin,  fo  as  to  make  but  one  bone  in  adults. 
This  bone  is  remarkably  hard  in  the  lower  part,  although 
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fomewhat  fpungy  on  its  upper,  in  order  to  afford  a more 
convenient  bed  for  the  Teeth:  it  has  no  cavity,- fave  the 
alveolary  canal,  which  rims  under  the  roots  of  the  Teeth, 
and  tranfmits  to  them  their  blood  veffels  and  nerves. 

After  this  general  idea  of  the  flrufture  of  the  mandibles, 
we  fliall  now  treat  of  Sockets  in  particular;  which  are 
cavities  formed  by  the  Teeth  in  the  diploe,  or  fpungy  fub- 
ftance  of  the  jaw  bones,  divided  into  as  many  little  fojjiilee 
as  theie  are  roots  of  each  Tooth.  Thefe  little  cavities  are 
lined  with  a thin, . elaftic,  fcaly  fubftance,  not  fo  hard  as 
the  other  parts  of  the  bone,  and  fufficiently  pliable  to 
become  a perfeft  mould  for  the  Teeth,  which,  in  cafes  of 
violent  compreffion  or  fliocks,  gives  way,  fo  as  to  prevent, 
in  fome  meaiure,  the  Teeth  from  being  loofened  or  broke. 

We  do  not  find  in  the  jaws  of  infants  the  fockets 
entirely  formed ; at  leaft  they  do  not  appear  fo ; for  there 
are  but  ten  or  twelve  in  each  mandible,  and  thefe  not  deep : 
all  the  fockets  in  thicknefs  are  not  alike,  for  each  fpecies 
of  Teeth  have  their  particular  ones. 

The  incifores  of  the  upper  jaw  have  their  Sockets  thinner 
than  thofe  of  the  other  Teeth,  and  the  canini  have  theirs 
fironger,  confequently  thicker  than  the  ineijores.^  or  even  the 
fmall  molares.  The  firft  large  grinder  has  its  Socket  ftronger 
than  the  fecond,  and  laft  grinder. 

In  the  incifores  of  the  lower  jaw  we  find  their  Sockets 
thinner- than  in  all  other  Teeth  of  that  mandible;  and  this 
is  the  reafon  that  thofe  Teeth  are  more  liable  to  fhocks,  and 
it  is  likewife  eafier  to  draw  them.  The  canini  have  their 
Sockets  thicker  than  the  incifores^  and  the  fmall  grinders; 
but  the  fmall  grinders  have  theirs  thicker  than  the  incifores  of 
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this  jaw.  The  firft  large  one  of  the  molares  has  not  the' 
focket  fo  thick  as  the  feconcl  and  third  ; which  laft  one  has 
it  thicker,  becaufe  of  the  apophyjis  caromide ; and  that  is  the 
reafon  why  it  proves  generally  very  difficult  to  draw. 

Thefe  Sockets,  when  Teeth  are  drawn,  or  naturally  fail, 
are  generally  deflroyed  in  a very  ffiort  time,  infomuch  that 
it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  perceive  any  marks  of  them,  as  we 
daily  fee  in  examining  the  mandibles.  But  if  ever,  in  draw- 
ing a Tooth,  fome  part  of  the  Socket  was  to  be  torn,  then 
the  fides  would  be  found  not  quite  fo  thick,  nor  fo  firmly 
joined  in  that  place.  The  Sockets  are  outwardly  covered, 
and  lined  inwardly,  with  a membrane,  or  periofteum,  com- 
mon with  the  root  of  the  Tooth  : it  is  a continuation  of  the 
periofteum  that  covers  the  other  bones,  and  of  the  fame 
membrane  that  lines  the  internal  part  of  the  mouth. 

OP  THE  GUMS. 

The  flefliy  part  that  furrounds  the  Socket,  is  called  the 
Gums;  thefe  are  made  of  a hard  fubftance,  rather  fibrous 
than  glandular.  They  are  penetrated  and  moiftened  by 
different  veffels,  namely,  by  veins,  arteries,  and  lymphatics. 
The  texture  of  the  Gums  is  of  a coriaceous  nature,  with 
fibres  interwoven  like  a hat’s  felt,  very  clofe  and  elaftic,  of 
a pale  vermillion  colour  ; all  the  border  of  the  Sockets,  in 
both  inward  and  outward  fide  of  the  jaw,  is  covered  by  the 
Gums,  which  infinuate  between  all  the  Teeth,  and  adhere 
fo  clofely  to  the  neck  of  each  of  them,  as  to  prevent  any 
hing  acid  or  fliarp  from  touching  the  Sockets.  Before  the 
Teeth  come  out,  the  Gums  ar^  all  of  a body,  withoift  the 
leaft  fcparation;  and  as  the  Teeth  begin  to  fhoot  out,  they 
pieice  the  Gums,  and  make  fo  many  holes  as  there  are 
Teeth  in  the  mandibles. 
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The  Gums  are  joined  to  the  jaws  by  the  perioffeum, 
which  they  every  where  cover.  The  outward  covering  of 
the  Gums  extends  itfeJf  from  the  crown  or  body  of°the 
Teeth  over  the  cheeks  and  lips,  and  feems  m every  refpe6k 
to  be  a continuation  of  the  fame  membrane. 

The  inward  Gums  of  the  upper  jaw  go  from  the -internal 
part  of  the  neck  of  the  1 eeth,  as  far  as  the  circumference 
of  the  roof  of  the  palate ; and  thofe  of  the  lower  mandible, 
as  far  as  the  circumference  of  the  bafis  of  the  tongue. 

When- a Tooth  happens  to  fail,  the  Gum  covers  the 
orifice  of  the  focket,  which  being  foon  fiiut  up  or  defti  oyed-, 
the  external  part  of  the  Gum  joins  with  the  internal  one, 
and  they  unite  themfelves  very  clofely  together,  becoming 
fo  hard  and  fiima  body,  that  we  fee  men,  who,  after  having 
loft  all  their  Teeth,  bruife  the  aliment  with  their  Gums, 
although  they  cannot  cut  or  mince  with  them : in  this  cafe 
the  Gums  re-aftume  the  very  fame  figure  they  had  before 
the  Teeth  appeared. 

The  Gums,  no  doubt,  are  prefervers  of  the  Teeth,  fince 
they  keep  them  quite  firm  in  their  fockets,  and  fave  them 
from  being  touched  by  any  thing  heterogeneous  or  perni- 
cious, which  might  produce  the  moft  painful  diforders  in 
the  Teeth,  even  to  a total  deftruclion  of  them. 

The  Gums,  when  properly  ranged,  contribute  very  much 
to  the  ornament  of  the  mouth;  for,  as  thefe  are  of  a vermi- 
lion caft,  and  form  a kind  of  a crefeent,  or  half  moon, 
around  the  enamel  of  each  Tooth,  they  fet  off,  in  a more 
elegant  manner,  the  whitenefs  of  the  Teeth,  when  we  have 
occafion  to  fliew  them  by  laughing,  linging,  &c. 
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OF  THE  GENERATION  OF  TEETH. 

Nature,  in  forming  thefe  bones,  feeriis  to  deviate  entirely 
from  thofe  laws  that  fhe  has  eftablifhed  in  the  produftion 
of  all  other  bodies,  and  to  choofe  a peculiar  and  uncommon 
method  in  this  generation. 

Natural  produftions  mod  generally  have  their  beginning 
•in  their  roots;  but  a Tooth,  on  the  contrary,  does  not 
begin  to  form  its  root  till  the  body  is  perfectly  finiflied. 
The  firlt  fubftance  that  begins  to  appear  in  this  body  is  not 
the  internal  part,  as  one  would  imag-ine,  but  the  external 
one,  the  fartheft  from  the  root,  and  what  is  called  enamel. 
This  fubftance,  in  its  beginning,  is  nothing  but  a mucous, 
foft  pafte,  which  acquires  infenfibly  fo  much  firmnefs,  that 
it  becomes  at  la'ft  a bony  part,  and  excels  all  other  bones, 
(as  we  have  ftiewn  in  its  proper  place)  in  point  of  hardnefs 
and  whitenefs.  When  once  this  fcale  or  bony  coat  is 
formed,  the  Tooth  alTumes  diredlly  a proper  figure,  and  its 
inward  part  begins  to  be  filled. 

The  germ  of  the  Teeth,  like  that  of  other  bones  before 
•oflification,  is  compofed  of  a taflellated  raucous,  feparated 
and  divided  into  a number  of  little  cells,  which  are  after- 
wards filled  up  with  Caltareous  or  bony  matter,  and  this 
conftitutes  the  folidity  of  the  bone.  This  germ  is  contained 
in  little  lodges,  or  cells,  of  the  foclcet,  which  it  ftretches 
in  proportion  as  the  bulk  of  the  Tooth  augments  and 
fpreads;  at  the  fame  time  its  membrane  increafes,' and  takes 
hold  of  the  roots,  and  forms  the  perioftcura  that  fur- 
rounds  it. 
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The  body  of  the  Tooth  being  quite  finiflied,  the  root 
takes  then  its  due  form ; and,  as  it  grows  ftronger,  it 
lengthens  by  degrees,  until  it  becomes  of  a proper  length  : 
the -extremities  grow  firm  and  bony,  leaving,  however,  a 
free  paflTage  to  the  veffels  that  run  through  the  cavity  of  its 
root,  and  penetrate  with  their  nourifliing  juices  to  the  very 
inward  body  of  the  Tooth.  While  the  root  grows  thicker 
and  ftronger,  finifliing  itfelf  within  the  focket,  the  body 
of  the  Tooth  rifes  towards  the  gum,  and  attempts  to  come 
out'  It  begins  by  dilating  the  partitions  of  the  focket;  and, 
being  level  with  this  bony  border,  it  cuts  immediately  the 
membrane  in  which  it  is  encldfcd,  then  the  other  membrane 
that  covers  the  focket,  and  at  the  laft  the  gum.  In  this 
manner  flroot  forth  the  Teeth. 

The  partitions  of  the  fockets  will  lengthen  in  proportion 
as  the  Teeth  draw  nearer  the  gums  ; but,  although  in 
lengthening  they  are  comprefled,  and  grow  harder,  ftill  they 
have  an  elafticity,  by  which  they  render  the  Teeth  iafer 
and  ftronger  againft  the  iraprellions  of  any  accident. 

The  fame  economy  we  find  in  the  molareSf  that  are  fur- 
niflied  with  more  roots,  and  confequently  have  more  cells 
in  their  fockets,  which  always  multiply  at  the  fame  time, 
when  the  roots  appear,  as  was.  faid  before.  It  would  be 
natural  to  think,  that,  in  thofe  Teeth  that,  have  but  one 
root,  their  fockets  ftiould  be  found  greatet  in  diameter 
than  the  root  itfelf,  as  the  focket  has  taken  the  form  and 
figure  of  the  body  of  the  Tooth,  which,  is  firft  of  all  formed 
in  it,  and  is  always  of  a larger  diameter  than  the  root; 
blit  it  is  never  fo,  on  account  of  the  above-mentioned 
elaftic  force  belonging  to  the  partition  of  the  focket,  info- 
much,  that,  as  foon  as  the  body  of  the  Tooth  is  out  of  the 
focket,  the  focket  contrafts,  and  adapts  itfelf,  by  degrees, 
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'to  the  figure  of  the  roots,  holding  the  Tooth  as  firm  as  ifit 
were  fixed  in  a vice  or  fcrew. 

OF  THE  ERUPTION  OP  THE  TEETH. 

Children,  when  they  are  brought  into  the  world,  have 
generally  no  Teeth ; I fay  generally,  becaiife  fome  have 
been  found  with  two,  three,  and  even  iom  incifores two  in 
the  upper  jaw,  and  two  in  the  lower  one:  but  thefe  cafes 
are  only  exceptions  to  the  general  rule. 

Teeth  appear  fooner  or  later,  according  to  the  weaker  or 
llronger  conftitution  of  the  child.  There  have  been  fome 
of  them  who -have  cut  their  Teeth  when  they  were  two  or 
three  months  old,  and  fometimes  not  before  they  were  a 
year  or  fifteen  months;  but,  with  the  generality,  in  the 
fifth,  flxth,  or  eighth  month  after  their  birth,  the  firft 
Tooth  begins  to  appear.  The  two  fmall  incifores  of  the 
lower  jaw  are  the  firft  that  come  out. 

The  large  incifores  of  the  upper  jaw  appear  almoft  at  the 
fame  time ; then  two  appear  in  the  lower  jaw,  at  the  fide 
of  the  former;  and  then  two  other  in  the  upper  jaw:  this 
is  the  general  order  in  which  the  incifores  are  feen.  When 
the  child  is  eleven  months,  or  a year  old,  the  lower  canini 
appear  almoft  always  at  the  fame  time;  and  a few  days  after, 
the  upper  canini  likewife  flioot  forth  together,  and  thefe 
caufe  greater  pain  than  the  former.. 

When  children  are  about  fixteen  or  twenty  months  old, 
the  two  fmall  lower  grinders  come  out;  and,  in  a few  days 
after,  the  two  other  of  the  upper  jaw  : the  .other  four 
molares  do  not  generally  appear  until  the  child  is  two 
years  old,  the  one  at  each  fide  of  the  mandibles.  Thefe 
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make  twenty  in  number,  and  are  called  Milk-Teeth ; the 
child  remaining  in  this  fituation  till  about  the  fixth  year 
of  its  age. 

The  order  which  we  have  here  dcfcribed  is  not  always 
exaft;  for,  we  often  fee  the  fmall  grinders  fhoot  forth 
fooner  than  the  canini,  and  the  canini  more  quickly  than  the 
lateral  indfores.  At  the  age  of  five  or  fix  years,  the  other 
four  molares  appear  next  to  thofe  lately  come  out  in  each 
mandible.  Towards  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  year,  four 
other  molares  come  out,  in  the  farne  order,  as  do  likewife 
four  in  the  feventeenth  or  eighteenth,  which  in  all  make 
twenty-eight,  wz.  eight or  fore-teeth  ; four  canini  % 
and  fixteen  molares,  or  grinders.  With  thefe  Teeth,  we 
generally  continue,  until  the  four  laft  molares  (called 
dentes  fapientix)  appear,  the  exaft  time  of  which  is  very 
uncertain,  though  ufually  it  happens  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  or  even  twenty-eight;  nor  are  there  inftances  wanting^ 
of  their  not  appearing  before  the  age  of  fifty,  when  they 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  accompanied  with  tumours  and 
defluxions  on  the  neighbouring  parts,  which  proceeds 
from  the  preflure  caufed  by  the  crown  of  the  Tooth 
on  the  fides  of  the  focket,  and  on  the  fleftiy  and  mem- 
braneous point  of  the  gum,  which  at  that  time  of  life  is 
become  more  hard  and  obdurate.  At  the  age  of  feven  or 
eight  years,  the  indjores,  the  canini,  and  the  fmall  molares, 
are  fhed  in  the  fame  order  as  they  firft  appeared.  When 
thefe  are  gone,  as  many  ftronger  and  more  beautiful  Teeth 
take  their  place. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  if  one  of  the  Milk-Teeth  be 
drawn  before  it  is  loofe,  we  find  in  it  a root  as  firm  as  that 
of  the  fecond  Tooth ; but,  on  the  contrary,  if  it  is  drawn 
when  it  is  loofe,  there  is  no  root  at  all.  This  has  given 
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rife  to  a variety  of  opinions  concerning  the  deftination,  or 
rather  deftruftion,  of  the  roots  of  the  Milk-Teeth.  It  is 
imagined  by  fome,  that  they  are  intirely  confumed  by 
a flux  of  acid  humours,  which  abforb  the  calcareous  matter 
of  the  roots,  and  fo  decompofe  the  conftituent  parts; 
while  others  fuppofe  that  thefe  roots  are  incorporated  into 
the  fubftance  of  the  fecond  Teeth.  But,  as  thefe  fugges- 
tions  are  not  fupported  by  the  lead  appearance  of  faft,  we 
fliall  not,  therefore,  take  up  the  time  of  the  reader,  to 
prove  the  contrary,  but  fhall  only  obferve,  that  fuch  an 
acid  humour  could  not  exift,  without  deftroying  all  the 
Teeth ; and  that  fuch  an  incorporation  into  the  fubftance 
of  the  fecond  Tooth  has  never  yet  been  found.  It  appears, 
by  feveral  of  the  later  difcoveries  made  in  anatomy,  that 
many  parts  neceflfary  to  the  body,  in  the  embryo  and  infant 
ftate,  are  totally  loft  and  obliterated  in  that  of  adults;  and 
that  thofe  parts,  which  are  become  ufelefs  and  redundant  in 
the  fyftem,  are  abforhed,  and  taken  up  by  the  lymphatic 
veflels,  to  be  afterwards  thrown  out  at  the  different  emunc- 
tories  of  the  body.  That  this  is  in  reality  the  cafe  with 
the  roots  of  the  Milk-Teeth,  may  be  fully  afeertained  by  a 
variety  of  fimilar  fa<fts,  which  the  nature  of  this  work  will 
not  admit  us  to  enumerate. 

Sometimes,  though  feldom,  the  large  molares,  and  even 
the  iientes  /apienti^,  will  ftied,  as  happened  lately  to  a lady 
who  was  tortured  with  the  moft  exquifite  pain  in  one  of  the 
dentef fapientite,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  lower  jaw.  I felt 
the  Tooth  quite  loofe,  which  I drew  with  my  fingers,  but 
found  no  root  to  it.  This  I concluded  to  be  owing  to 
another  Tooth  lying  under  it ; which  I foon  perceived,  on 
further  examining  of  the  focket.  As  the  excruciating  pain 
ftill  continued,  the  lady  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  there 
was  another  Tooth  to  come  out,  but  that  the  root  of  the 
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former  was  left  behind  j however,  the  appearance.of  a new 
Tooth,  not  Jong  after,  fully  tonvinced  her  that  the  paii^ 
was  intirely  owing  to  the  Onallnefs  and  firmnefs  of  the 
focket,  which  retarded  the  egrefs  of  the  young  Tooth,  and 
obliged  it  in  a raanaur  to  grind  its  paflage  out. 

An  opinion  prevails,  that  there  is  a very  great  ri(k  in 
drawing  Milk-Teeth,  before  they  are  loofe ; but,  in  reality, 
.there  is  not  the  fmalleft  danger.  And,  indeed,  when  they 
arc  carious,  or  in  any  other  way  painful,  it  is  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  draw  them,  to  prevent,  as  much  as  poihble,  an 
inflammation  of  the  gums  and  adjoining  parts,  which  might 
deftroy  the  germ  of  the  fecund  Tooth. 

It  is  fometimes  neceflary-  to  draw  thofe  Teeth  that  lie 
acrofs,  or  ride  upon  one  another  (a  very  difagreeable  fight) 
in  order  to  give  a more  exaft  and  uniform  arrangement  to 
the  refi.  This  defied  of  order,  in  the  canini  and  inci/ores, 
in  general,  proceeds  from  an  extreme  narrownefs  of  the 
jaws.  But  the  operator,  mufl;  be  very  circumfpecfl-,  in 
examining  every  circumflance  relative  to  the  Tooth  and 
focket,  before  he  draws  a Milk-Tooth ; for  if  a part  of  the 
focket  fliould  be  broke,  and  give  way,  the  fecond  Tooth, 
will  always  come  out  in  an  irregular  manner. 

DISORDERS  INCIDENT  TO  CHILDREN  IN  TEETHING, 
AND  THE  MANNER  OF  TREATING  THEM. 

The  eruption  of  Teeth,  in  Children,  is  often  attended 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequences,  by  exciting  fevers,  con- 
vwlfions,  gripes  in  the  inteftines,  acidities  in  the  fiomacb, 
and,  finally,  by  introducing  a great  degree  of  irritability  in 
their  tender  coufiitutions,  fo  that  they  become  more  liable 
to  a greater  variety  of  diforders. 
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Children  fuffer  in  teething;  firft,  in  proportion  to  the 
delicacy  and  fenfibility  of  their  conftitutions;  fecondly,  to 
the  numi)er  and  figu  e of  the  Teeth  that  puih  out  at  the 
fame  time;  thirdly,  to  the  ftare  of  the  gums,  which  in  fome 
children  is  found  to  be  more  tenfe,  and  liable  to  inflamma- 
tion, than  in  others. 

Children  who  are- originally  of  a delicate  habit,  or  who 
have  been  rendered  lo  by  milk  of  an  improper  quality,  or 
by  any  other  cai)fe  that  impairs  their  digeftion,  and  produces 
acidities  in  their  ftonvach  and  inteftines,  are  extremely  liable 
to  convuifions  in  teething.  On  the  contrary,  children  of  a 
flrong,  robuft  make,  whofe  food  is  converted  into  proper 
nourifhment,  are  lefs  fubjeft  to  convulfive  diforders,  but  are 
liable  often  to  a degree  of  fever,  which,  in  fome  meafure, 
facilitates  the  eruption  of  the  Teeth.  The  number  and 
figure  of  the  Teeth  that  flioot  out  at  once,  will  greatly 
increafe  the  pain ; for,  the  blunt  flat  molares  will  meet  witli 
a much  greater  refiftance,  and  a greater  degree  of  lacera- 
tion, than  the  fharp-pointed  inci/ores  or  canmi. 

At  the  fame  time,  x)a&  canini  will  prolong  the  pain,  from 
their  wedge- like  figure,  which  is  continually  dijating  the 
focket  and  gum,  till  the  Tooth  has  completed  its  growth. 

From  this  great  difficulty  the  Teeth  have  to  cut  the 
gums,  many  mifebiefs  are  frequently  produced;  for,  as 
.-inflammation  is  always  the  confequence  of  laceration  and 
prefllire,  by  its  going  too  far,  it  frequently  occafions  fwelled 
glands  about  the  throat  and  neck,  which  fonictimes  fuppu- 
rate:  and  even  ulcers  in  the  gums  and  neighbouring  parts 
have  been  produced.  In  order  to  mitigate,  and  in  fome 
meafure  prevent,  the  diforders  arifing  from  teething,  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  conlider  well  what  has  been  already  faid  in 
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regard  to  the  tendency  of  nature  to  inflammation,  in  ftrong 
and  robuft  children,  and  to  conviilfions,  gripes,  and  loofe- 
nefs,  in  the  weak,  tender,  and  delicate.  In  the  fii  ft  cafe,  the 
'degree  of  fever  land  inflammation  may  be  lowered,  by  keep- 
ing the-nurfe  upon  a low  diet,  avoiding  animal  food,  fpices, 
or  w^tever  tends  to  ftimulate  and  increafe  the  circulation  : 
frequent,  but  fmall  dofes  of  rhubarb  ought  to  be  adminis- 
tered to  the  nurfe,  which  will  gently  purge  the  child  in  the 
fafeft  and  moft  commodious  mannei-.  In  the  mean  time,  if 
the  gums  are  much  fvvelled,  fcarifying  them  uith  the  point 
of  a lancet,  fo  as  to  make  them  bleed  at  feveral  parts,  will 
empty  the  diftended  velfels,  and  remove  the  fenfion  from 
the  inflamed  gums;  and,  where  the  fever  runs  high,  bleed- 
ing, with  leeches  or  the  lancet,  will  be  of  great  fervice. 

In-  the  other  cafe^  where  convulfions  are  fo  often  the 
confcquence,  we  muft:  endeavour  to  prevent  thefe  frightful 
fymptoms,  by  eveiry  method  that  may  tend  to  ftrengthen 
and  confirm  the  conftitution  ; fuch  as  having  a ftrong  and 
healthy  nurfe,  taking  care  that  flie  lives  on  the  moft  Ample 
and  nourifliing  food,  giving  the  child  a wholefome  country 
air,  with  a good  deal  of  exercife,  and  exhibiting  fmall  dofes 
of  aromatic  infufions  of  the  bark,  powder  of  tin,  or  fuch 
like. 

•'Where  a loofenefs  and  gripes  prevail,  it  becomes  neces- 
fary  to  take  every  method  to  prevent  that  tendency  to  acidity 
w'hich  mbftlv  takes  place  in  infants,  whenever  digeftion  is 
any  way  difturbed.  This  is  beft  done  by  giving  frequent 
but  fmall  dofes  of  the  abforbent  powders,,  conjoined  with 
'5romatics,and  perhaps,  rhubarb,  or  more  aftringent  fimplcs, 
wit-h  opiates,  may  be  found  neceflary. 
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In  Children  of  relaxed  habitSj  whofe  gums  are  loofe  and 
flabby,  there  is  very  little  tendency’ to- inflammation.  In 
that  cafe,  applying  mild  aftringents  (fuch  as  a decoction  of 
rofe-buds,  in  vinegar)  to  the  gums,  by  the  nurfe’s  finger, 
will  help  greatly  -to  brace  up,  and  facilitate  the  eruption 
of  the  Tooth.  But  in  all  cafes  where  the  fymptoms  are 
troublefome,  and  the  Tooth  tardy  in  coming  out,  the  only 
effectual  means  .is  to  make  a free  exit  for  it  by  incifion,  and 
to  cut  the  gum  quite  down  to  the  Tooth.  And,  indeed, 
wherever  a Tooth  feems  j-cady’  to  appear,  and  the  child  is 
pining  and  fuffeiing  much,  w'e  ought  to  recur  immediately 
to  incifion,  and  in  that  way  remove  the  pain  that  is  occa« 
fioned  by  the  diftraftion  of  fuch  fenfitive  parts. 

Sometimes,  where  the  gum  has  been  already  cut,  and.the 
Teeth  very  flow  in  growing,  the  parts  unite,  and  a cicatrix 
is  formed  above  it:  here-we  fiiould  again  cut  the  gum,  fo 
as.  to  lay  the  Tooth  quite  bare. 

In  fome  ftrong  and  healthy  children,  a number  of  Teeth 
will  pufli  out  at  the  fame  time;  by  which  means  the  fympr 
toms  are  greatly  aggravated : here,  alfo,  we  ftiould  give  a 
free  exit  by  incifion,  then  gentle  emollients  fhould  be 
applied  to  the  gums,  and  every  thing  that  is  irritating  Ihould 
be  avoided. 

Particular  attention  fltould  be  paid  to  the  leaft  fore  or 
ulcer  that  may  be  formed  about  thefe  parts,  left  they  deftroy 
the  germ  of  the  fubfequent  Tooth. 

OF  THE  DISORDERS  OF  THE’  TEETH. 

The  Teeth  ar.e  fubjeft  to  a .variety  of  diforders,  which 
may  be  divide^  jnto  thofe  arifing  from  internal  or  external 
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caufes.  The  firft  have  their  rife  from  the  juices  being  con« 
taminated  by  fcurvy,  fcrofuIa,  venereal  vnfedion,  or  what, 
ever  induces  a cachexy  of  the  humours. 

Alfo  it  is  obferved,  that  women  are  more  liable  to  tooth- 
achs  and  fluxions  upon  the  gums,  during  the  time  of  preg- 
nancy, than  at  any  other;  perhaps  from  the  particular 
fympathy  of  nerves,  that  is  fo  peculiarly  fliewn  upon  the 
ftomacb,  &c.  at  that  period. 

All  diforders  in  the  gums  infeft  the  Teeth,  and  are  the. 
caufe  of  long  and  painful  fuffering.  Teeth  generally  fail 
by  fome  of  the  above  caufes. 

The  external  caufes  are  alfo  many.  The  general  ones 
are: — the  ufe  of  aliments  too  hot  or  too  cold  ; the  different 
impreffion  of  air;  all  fliocks  given  to  the  Teeth,  which 
affeft  the  nerves ; the  vapours  that  arife  from  the  ftomach 
and  lungs,  and  leave  a noxious  and  difagreeable  flime  on  the 
Teeth  ; any  particles  of  food  that  flick  between  the  Teeth 
and  putrify;  keeping  the  head  uncovered,  and  expofed  to 
the  air;  fleeping  bare-headed;  as,  likewife,  the  exceffive  ufe 
of  fmoking  and  chewing  tobacco;  the  many  improper  re- 
medies, alfo,  that  are  made  ufe  of  to  keep  the  Teeth  clean; 
and  the  cauftics,  applied  in  order  to  mitigate  the  pain,  are 
always  fure  to  deflroy  thofe  they  unluckily  touch.  Hence 
we  may  fee  of  what  importance  it  is,  never  to  make  ufe 
ef  any  remedies  but  what  are  approved  of  by  a fkilful  per- 
fon.  Sugar,  when  ufed  immoderately,  is  another  enemy  to 
the  Teeth ; but  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  deftroyers  is 
mercury;  one  ought,  therefore,  to  be  extremely  cautious  in 
ufing  it.  All  mineral  exhalations  are  alfo  very  pernicious, 
as  we  fee,  by  daily  experience,  in  all  thofe  perfons  who 
work  in  any  of  the  qiiickfilver,  lead;  or  <opper  mines,  &c.- 
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Such  people  generally  have  their  Teeth  corroded,  divefted 
of  their  enamel,  and  fometimes  inlirely  wafted  away  by  the 
corrofive  particles  exhaling  from  thofe  minerals.  Among 
the  external  caufes,  however,  negligence  may  be  reckoned 
the  firft  ; for  let  the  lymph  be  ever  fo  pure,  and  digeftion 
ever  fo  regular,  there  are  always  feme  vifeid  exhalations 
that  are  apt  to  fettle  upon  the  Teeth ; thefe  can  eafily  be 
removed,  but  if  negleifted,  may  prove  the  caufe  of  many 
mifehievous  diforders  as  we  fliall  fliew  hereafter. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  my  reader  a lift  (as  many 
have  done)  of  the  various  diforders  incident  to  the  Teeth, 
but  to  comprehend  them  under  two  (ingle  articles,  namely, 
erojioii  aiid  caries.  And  I fliall  take  notice,  likewife,  of  what 
is  corataonly  called  the  tartar, 

Eroflon  is  a diforder  that  renders  the  Teeth  rough,  and 
worm-eaten  : it  affe£fs  only  children,  either  when  the  firft 
Teeth  (hoot  forth,  or  when  the  fecond  ones  appear.  The 
original  caufes  of  thefe  diforders  are,  the  fmall-pox,  the 
meafles,  and  all  thofe  diforders  that  contaminate  the  juices.  • 
It  penetrates,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  hardnefs  and 
firmnefs  of  the  Teeth  ; and  therefore,  if  the  difeafe  fliould 
feize  the- child  when  its  Teeth  are  not  fufficiently  firm  and  . 
offified,  it  muft  be  attended  with  bad  confequences,  meeting 
with  little  refinance  in  the  parts  not  fufficiently  offified. 

But  if  it  fliould  come  on  when  the  Milk-Teeth  are 
ihedding,  and  the  new  ones  appear,  it  will  be  of  no  harm 
to  the  Tooth  that  has  not  as  yet  come  out. 

Whenever  this  diforder  appears,  it  can  only  be  of  detri- 
ment to  the  parts  that  are  not  fufficiently  firm  and  offified. 
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Children  that  are  affedted  /«  utero  with  t^e  fcurvy,  the 
venereal  difeafe,  &c.  will  bring  along  with  them  the  feeds 
of  thofe  diforders,  fo  pernicious  to  the  Teeth,  if  proper 
itieans  are  not  made  ufe  of  to  prevent  it.  But  if  the  original 
caufes  flial!  be  thoroughly  eradicated,  the  Milk-Teeth  will 
only  fufFer,  and  thofe  that  fucceed  them  will  be  found  quite 
untouched. 

In  order  to  purify  the  conftitutions  of  fuch  children,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  make  ufe  of  thofe  means  which  are 
proper  to  produce  a good  chyle,  and  to  corredl  the  ftatc 
of  the  juices,  v-'hich  is  the  province  of  the  phyfician. 

It  Is  neceflary,  likewifc,  to  choofe  a-gooc^  nurfe,  whofe 
milk  is  not  thick,  for  then  it  is  not  fo  eafliy  affimilated  by 
the  infantile  powers;  nor  too  ferous,  for  then  it  wants  the 
proper  fubflance,  fo  rieceflTary  to  form  a good  nutricious 
juice,  the  want  of  which  prevents  bones  from  growing  in 
their  natural  form. 

The  child  fhould  be  kept  in  a good  and  pure  air,  and 
all  occafions  taken  to  give  it  due  exercife  in  the.arms  of  the 
nurfe,  &c,  Thefe  are  precautions  that  will  prevent  this 
diforder  from  affefting  children.  It  is  worth  obferving, 
that  if  the  erofion  happens  to  come  after  the  child  is  weaned, 
that  is  to  fay,  when  it  is  from  two  to  fix  years  of  age,  a 
methodical  w’ay  of  living,  proper  food,  and  good  air,  will 
be  the  means  of  preventing  it.  Many  have  thought,  with- 
out reafon,  that  this  diforder  could  affeft  nothing  but  the 
body  of  the  Tooth,  and  that  the  root  was  not  fufceptible 
of  it.  It  is  true  that  the  roots  do  not  appear  fo  rough  and 
worm-eaten  as  the  body  of  the  Tooth,  but  Bill  they  are 
fliorter,  more  crooked,  and  of  an  imperfefl:  form,'  which 
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they  could  never  get  but  from  this  tendency  of  the  humours 
to  crolion,  or  fi'om  the  rickets,  which  is  a-difeafe  fo  fatal 
to  children,  and  proceeds  from  the  fame  caufes  as  the 
erofion : it  alfo  proves  very  pernicious  to  the  Teeth,  and 
all  other  bones. 

OT  THE  CARIES. 

As  foon  as  the  Teeth  make  their  appearance,  the  Caries 
begin  to  attack  them,  and  confequeiitly,  they  fland  in  need 
of  proper  affiftance.  One  fliould  think  that  their  hardnefs 
would  render  them  lefs  fufceptible  of  it,  but  they  are  even 
more  fubjeft  to  a Caries  than  all  other  bones;  it  is  eafy, 
however,  to  trace  the  caufes  of  it.  As  Teeth  are  of  a 
clofer  texture,  their  veflels  are  more  comprefled,  and  there- 
fore, obftruftions  are  more  eafily  occafioned;  and  alfo  when 
cold  happens  to  ftrike  them  to  a certain  degree,  or  when  the 
bony  fibres  fuffer  by  fome  extraordinary  effort.  If  the 
juices  that  circulate  through  the.  fmall  channels  of  the 
Teeth  are  too  thick,  or  are  any  way  vitiated,  • the  Teeth 
will  thereby  be  more  liable  to  be  contaminated;  but  always 
in  proportion  to  the  impreffions  they  fhall  receive. 

Teeth  that  have  been  affefted  with  the  erofion  at  the 
fame  time  they  were  forming,  are  more  fubjeft  to  be  carious, 
on  account  of  the  bad  condition  of  their  veflels ; and, 
therefore,  are  with  more  difficulty  preferved. 

Various  are  the  fpecies  of  Caries  : almoft  every  part  of 
the  Teeth  is  affeSed  by  it,  and  both  internal  and  external 
caufes  produce  it.  A Caries  may  be.divided  into  foft,  fuper- 
ficial,  deep  and  dry : it  attacks  the  rocft,  the  neck,  or  the 
crown  of  the  Teeth.  The  Caries-'that  proceeds  from  internal 
caufes,  namely,  the  fctirvy,  &c.  generally  affefts,  the  root 
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of  the  Tooth,  often  the  internal  furface,  fometimcs  the 
ejiternal,  and  even  the  inward  cavity  of  the  body. 

Such  a Caries  is  more  difficult  to  be  known  than  that 
which  proceeds  from  external  caufes,  chiefly  when  it  attacks 
the  root  or  neck  of  the  Tooth  ; for,  as  the  former  is  buried 
in  the  fockets,  and  the  latter  is  covered  by  the  gums,  one 
cannot  perceive  it : and  therefore,  we  can  only  conjefture 
that  there  is  a Caries,  from  the  torturing  pains  that  are 
produced.  But  thefe  conjeftures  are  often  falfe,  for  the 
pain  may  proceed  from  fome  irritation  affedfing  the  chord 
of  the  Tooth,  or  the  periofleum  that  covers  and  lines  the 
root.  The  confetjuences,  therefore,  arifing  from  this  fort  of 
Caries,  are  very  bad ; for  it  is  moftly  neceflary  to  dfaw  the 
Tooth  itfelf. 

» 

The  Caries  that  proceeds  from  external  caufes  is  vifible; 
and  confequently,  by  admitting  of  the  neceflary  operations, 
more  eafily  removed.  A Caries,  the  longer  it  is  allowed  to 
run  on,  the  deeper  it  goes,  and  is,  therefore,  the  more 
difficult  to  cure. 

The  foft  and  dry  Caries  are  not  dangerous,  if  their 
progrefs  is  quickly  and  properly  flopped. 

Every  Caries  of  the  Teeth  is  more  or  lefs  difficult  to  be 
eradicated,  according  to  the  part  it  affedls,  as  that  renders 
the  operation  more  or  lefs  difficult.  Although  Teeth  begin 
to  be  affeifted  with  the  Caries  as  foon  as  they  appear,  ftill  it 
muff:  be  allowed,  that  the  time,  in  which  they  are  more 
fubjedl  to  it,  is  from  twenty.five  to  fifty  years  of  age.  It  is 
worth  remarking, . that  when  a Tooth  is  afFefted  by  the 
Caries,  on  that  fide  which  refts  on  another  Tooth,  it  alfo 
afiftdls  the  contiguous  one ; front  which  we  may  argye,  that 
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the  particles  exhaling  from  the  carious  Tooth  muft  be  cor-, 
rofive.  This  happens  not  only  in  the  lateral,  but  alfo  in 
the  oppofite  Teeth ; for,  when  a Caries  appears  on  the 
tipper  furface  of  a Tooth,  it  is  then  applied  to  the  furface 
oppofite,  and  in  the  fame  manner  affefts  it,  as  is  particu- 
larly'feen  in  the  molares. 

The  Caries  fometimes  proceeds  from  fraftures  in  the 
Teeth,  but  is  generally  caufed  by  falls,  and  from  violent 
efforts  in  breaking  fomething,  of  a hard  nature,  with  the 
Teeth.  The  fraftured  Tooth  can  never  be  repaired; 
however,  it  ought  not  to  be  neglefted,  but  carefully  ex- 
amined, as  it  requires  the  greateft  affiftance  of  art;  for  the 
Tooth  has  fometimes,  in  the  fractured  part,  fmall  cutting 
points  that  will  be  of  great  detriment  to  the  tongue,  and  be 
the  caufe  of  very  painful  and  dangerous  wounds:  therefore, 
they  muft  be  immediately  taken  off,  to  prevent  mifehief  to 
the  tender  parts  that  they  touch. 

Whenever  the  Caries  appears,  it  muft  be  opened,  by"  a 
mafterly  hand,  to  the  very  bottom.  If  in  fo  doing,  the 
chord  of  the  Tooth  is  difebvered,  the  operation  will  prove 
very  painful : but  flill  it  muft  be  deftroyed,  either  with  an 
inftrument,  the  aftual  cautery,  or  fome  cauftic  liquor. 
We  ought  to  be  very  attentive  in  the  operation  : for,  if  we 
do  not  utterly  deftroy  the  faid  chord,  but  only  prick  it,  the 
moft  raging  pains  will  fucceed,  together  with  an  inflamma- 
tion, and  the  inevitable  neceffity  of  drawing  the  Tooth. 

Such  a cure  cannot  but  be  very  torturing ; for,  not  only 
the  fenfitive  parts  of  the  Tooth  are  to  be  expofed  to  the 
impreflion  of  the  air,  but  alfo  to  be  touched  with  an 
inftrument,  fo  as  to  be  deftroyed.  The  fkilful  operator 
muft  endeavour  to  afluage  the  pain  of  his  patient,  by  the 
affiftance  of  medicine. 
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When  a Tooth,  by  the  lofs  of  its  chord,/ is  become 
infenfible,  it  muft  be  filled  with  lead,  or  gold,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  acid  or  faline  particles  from  getting  through  the 
hole,  where  the  chord  went  into  the  fccket,  to  hurt  its 
delicate  membrane  ; for  then  there  could  be  no  means  of 
redrefs,  by  drawing  the  Tooth  : hence,  all  the  care  that  had 
been  taken,  and  all  the  pain  that  had  been  endured,  to 
render  the  Tooth  infenfible,  would  then  be  of  no  avail. 

OF  THE  TARTAR. 

We  fhall  now  proceed  to  treat  of  what  is  commonly 
called  the  Tartar.  From  whatever  occafional  or  ferondary 
caufe  the  Tartar  proceeds,  the  principal  one  is  certainly 
negligence.  It  hath  been  called,  by  fome,  a cancel,  becaufe 
it  corrodes  the  gums  and  the  focket  in  fuch  a manner,  that 
the  Teeth  will  fall  out,  for  want  of  fupport.  It  is  generated 
by  the  fragments  of  aliments  that  ftick  to  the  Teeth,  by  a 
vitiated  faliva,  or  by  an  imperfedt  digeftion,  &c. 

Whenever  this  vifcid  matter  is  allowed  to  flick  to  the 
Teeth,  it  grows  hard,  and  degenerates  into  Tartar,  and  will 
augment  by  degrees,  from  new  particles  of  aliments  con- 
tinually joining  the  old  ones.  But  this  would  never  happen, 
if  the  Teeth  were  caretully  cleaned  every  morning,  with 
fomething  proper  for  that  pnrpofe.  This  Tartar  is  a kind 
of  crufl,  not  only  difagreeable  to  the  eye,  but  alfo  pro- 
dudlive  of  very  foetid' exhalations. 

Tliere  are  various  forts  of  Tartar,  the  yellow,  the 

whitifh,  the  black,  and  even  the  green  Tartar,  which  is  the 
moft  pernicious,  as  it  often  deftroys  the  enamel.  The 
lower  indfjres  are  more  fubjeft  to  the  Tartar,  chiefly  m 
their  inteinal  fide,  becaufe  of  their  vicinity  to  the  tongue, 
and  of  the  faliva,  which  runs  moftly  that  way.  Although 
pcrfons  grown  in  years  are  generally  more  liable  to  be 
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troubled  with  the  Tartar,  yet  we  frequently  fee  the  Teeth 
of  young  people  all  covered  with  it.  ^ ' 

Whatever  is  the  caufe  that  produces  thisTattar,  or  what- 
ever the  time  of  its  appearance,  it  ought  tiJ'be  removed  as 
foon  as  pollible,  otherwife,  the  gums,  by  th^  compreflion, 
will  fwell,  and  obflruil  the  regular  courfe  of  the  fluids 
through  the  lymphatic  and  blood  veflels,  whic  h will,  there- 
fore, be  liable  to  putrify,  and  deftroy,  in  a fliort  time,  the 
gum,  the  focket,  and  the  periofteuin  of  the  root. 

This  is  the  reafon  why  Teeth  grow  Ipofe  and  painful.— • 
If  you  were,  even  then,  to  cut  off  this  heterogeneous  body, 
it  would  be  too  late  to  hinder  the  lofs  of  the  Tooth,  which 
is  now  left  without  any  fupport  from  the  gums,  the  perios. 
teum,  and  the  fockets. 

The  Tartar,  fomerimes,  is  even  thicker  .than  the  body 
of  the  Tooth,  to  which  it  flicks  fo  clofe  that  they  feem  to 
form  one  Angle  body;  therefore,  it  requires  a dexterouj 
and  Ikilful  hand  to  remove  it.  In  fuch  a cafe,  we  muft 
endeavour  to  render  the  courfe  of  the  humours  free  again 
to  the  gum's,  by  refloring  them  with  proper  aftringent  and 
antifcorbutic  medicines. 

There  are  fome  perfons  who  pretend  to  remove  or  dif- 
folve  this  Tartar,  by  the  ufe  of  flrong  mineral  acids,  and, 
as  they  flate,  without  any  injury  whatever  to  the  Teeth  ! — 
The  public,  however,  cannot  be  too  much  on  their  guard 
againft  fuch  empirical  pretenflons.  Every  profefiional  man 
will  at  once  agree,  that  the  acid,  which  can  dilfolve  the 
calcareous  fubilance  of  the  Tartar,  mufl  at  the  fame  time 
deftroy  the  enamel  of  the  Teeth.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that,  whenever  the  Tartar  has  been  fulFered  to  accumulate, 
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there  is  no  other  remedy  than  that  of  fcaling  the  Teeth,  by 
the  hand  of  a fkilful  operatoi". 

Some  Teeth,  after  having  been  freed  of  their  Tartar, 
will  iliew  a very  beautiful  enaimeh'  which  makes  it  evident, 
that  fuch  a Tartar  is, not  of  fo  acrid  or  corrofive  a nature 
as  the  green  kind  generally  is. 

OF  THE  DISORDERS  TO  WHICH  THE  SOCKETS 
ARE  LIABLE. 

The  Sockets  are  alfo  fubjeft  to  caries,  as  well  as  the 
Teeth,  although  not  fo  often.  The  caufes,  that  produce 
fuch  an  effeff  in  them,  are  the  very  fame  with  thofe  for- 
merly (fated  as  the  internal  caufe  of  caries  in  the  Teeth. 

The  Sockets  are  alfo  liable  to  be  deflroyed,  bv  degrees,  in 
fhe  fame  manner  as  the  roots  of  the  Milk-Teeth. 

This  fatal  diforder  pr  oceeds  from  a ftagnation  of  humours 
in  the  gums,  where  they  putrify,  or  from  any  fiiarp  or 
corrofive  particles  that  may  penetrate  and  corrode  them 
infenfibly.  From  a ftagnation  of  the  fluids  in  the  ferous, 
or  blood -vefTels  of  the  gums,  the'  Sockets  and  their  partitions 
will  fometimes  grow  foft,  and  become  entirely  of  a fleftiy 
confidence,  which,  therefore,  leaves  the  Tooth  without 
fupport.  Old  men  generally  loofe  their  Sockets  intirely, 
becaufe  the  nutricious  juices,  that  formerly  ferved  to  nourifh 
the  gums,  are  now  no  longer  diftributed  to  them. 

It  is  worth  obfefving,  however,  that  perfons  of  a robuft 
conftitution  are  not'fo  liable  to  lofe  their  Sockets,  and, 
corjfequently,  their  Teeth ; for,  we  fee  people  extremely 
old  with  all  their  Teeth,  and  their  gums  quite  perfeft:' their 
Sockets,  therefore,  inuft  be  found,  and  in  good  condition. 
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There  is  no  other  way  to  prevent  thofe  diforders,  but 
by  taking  a particular  care  in  cleaning  the  gums,  never 
Jetting  any  corrofive  particles,  or  any  vifcid  matter  that  is 
Jikely  to  putrify,  enter  into  the  Sockets;  fo  that  the  gums 
may  become  ftrong,  and  apply  themfelves  clofely  round  the 
necks  of  the  Teeth. 


OF  the  DISORDERS  OP  THE  GUMS. 

Whenever  the  Gums  are  affecled,  ■ they  generally  lofe 
their  colour,  their  firmnefs,  and  confequently,  their  adhefion 
to  the  Teeth ; they  will,  at  different  times,  appear  pale, 
flabby,  relaxed,  rough,  corroded,  inflamed,  and  wrinkled. 
The  lividity  of  the  Gums  proceeds  from  fome  defeft  in  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  through  them. 

To  remedy,  as  much  as  poflible,'  fo  difagreeable  a circum' 
fiance,  it  will  be  very  proper  to  rub  the  Gums  pretty  often 
in  the  morning,  and  likewife  to  fcarify  them,  in  order  to 
let  out  fome  blood,  and  in  that  way  promote  the  circulation. 
If,  after  thefe  means  have  been  ufed,  the  complaint  remains 
the  fame,  it  will  be  then  necefiary  to  have  the  phyfician’s 
afTiftance,  as  the  fault  muff  be  rooted  in  the  conftitution. 

The  Gums  grow  often  fo  thick,  that  they  in  fome  mea- 

fure  referable  pin-cufliions;  and,  by  communicating  their 

fwelling  to  the  lips,  they  will  greatly  deform  the  mouth 

and  face.  This  diforder  proceeds  either  from  the  compres- 

fion  of  the  tartar,  or  a local  plethora.  If  it  proceeds  from 

the  firfl  of  thefe,  the  tartar  mufl  be  removed  immediately; 

^ * 

then  fcarify  or  prick  the  Gums,  and  adminifter  proper 
antifcorbutic  and  aflringent  medicines. 
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But  If  the  fwelling  proceeds  from  a plethora,  which  is 
eafily  known,  a proper  method  muft  be  taken  to  evacuate 
the  vitiated  humours,  and  to  diminifli  the  thicknefs  of  the 
Gums  in  the  points  that  run  in  betwixt  each  Tooth,  where 
the  fweliing  more  raanifeftly  appears  t then  proper  aftrin- 
gents  fhould  alfo  be  applied  to  prevent  the  complaint  from 
recurring.  The  patient  muft  live  on  a proper  legimen, 
and  fubmit  to  the  neceftary  ablutions. 

A fwelling  as  big  as  a ftrawberry,  fometimes  appears  in 
the  Gums  of  young  people,  which  is  more  unfightly  and 
deformed,  than  dangerous;  but  it  is  neceflary  to  diiperfe  it 
as  foot!  as  poffible.  The  fame  caufes  that  fwell  the  Gums, 
will  alfo  produce  excrefcences  upon  them.  If  thefe  pro- 
ceed from  an  external  caufe,  the  effeft  will  ceafe,  when  once 
that  is  removed;  but,  where  the  caufe  is  internal,  all  out- 
ward applications  will  be  ufelefs.  Sometimes  thefe  excres- 
cences will  be  greater  than  at  other  times.  When  they 
begin,  they  are  never  dangerous:  but,  if  they  are  negletfted, 
and  increafe,  the  Tooth  foon  becomes  loofe,  and  of  courfe 
is  foon  loft.  Abforbent  remedies  are  to  be  applied  in  the 
beginning  ; but  when  the  excrefcence  is  arrived  to  a certain 
fize,  then  it  cannot  be  deftroyed,  but  either  by  carefully 
cutting  off  the  redundant  part  of  the  Gum,  or  by  con - 
fuming  it  in  fome  other  vray. 

The  fubftance  of  the  Gums  may  be  diminiflied,  either  for 
want  of  fufticient  nourifliment,  or  by  being  too  tenfe  and 
firm ; for  then  they  are  apt  to  hinder  the  fluids  from  cir- 
culating properly;  hence  it  happens,  that  the  Teeth  are 
deprived  of  their  neceffary  fupport,  and  the  Gums  become 
a very  difagreeable  fight  to  the  eye.  fhe  want  of  juices, 
and  the  contrafted  ftate  of  the  veffels,  which  are  the  chief 

caufes,  may  be  removed  by  means  of  proper  emollients,  &c. 
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which,  .by  relaxing  the  parts  that  were  too  tenfe  and  firm, 
will  promote  the  dilatation  of  the  vefiels,  and  confequently, 
the  courfe  of  the  humours  will  be  more  free,  and  their 
quantity  augmented.  We  muft  not,  however,  delay  the 
cure  too  long,  for  fometimes  art  comes  too  late. 

The  palenefs  of  the  Gums  proceeds,  from  the  deficiency 
of  the  globular  part  of  the  blood  ; which  may  be  occafioned, 
likewafe,  by  the  narrow nefs  of  the  vefiels.  It  is  eafy,  by 
rubbing  the  Gums  pretty  often,  to  recall  the  blood,  and 
confequently  reftore  to  them  their  natural  colour. 

Whenever  the  Gums  are  relaxed,  and  want  that  tenfity 
and  firmnefs  which  is  fo  abfolutely  neceflary  for  their  being 
in  a found  ftate,  various  complaints  are  generally  the  con- 
fequence;  and  therefore,  proper  antifcorbutic  aftringents 
muft  be  made  ufe  of,  in  time,  to  prevent  and  remedy  fuch 
fatal  djforders. 

The  Gums  are  fometimes  rough,  as  if  fpread  all  over 
with  little  grains,  like  millet-feeds,  under  the  Ikin.  Thefe 
little  tumours  are  hard  and  ugly,  fometimes  will  come  to  a 
fuppuration,  and  render  the  Gums  very  painful.  Thefe  are, 
therefore,  to  be  prevented,  by  applying  very  ftrong  refol- 
vents ; then  we  muft  make  ufe  of  detergents,  and  come, 
by  degrees,  to  aftringents. 

Children  who  eat  too  much  fugar,  or  fweetmeats,  gene- 
rally have  their  Gums  corroded.  Confeiftioners  and  Chy- 
mifts  are  fubjeft  to  this  diforder,  becaufe  the  faline  and 
corrofive  particles  that  fly  from  the  fugar  and  minerals, 
affeft  their  Gums.  This  difeafe  fliould  by  no  means  be 
neglefted : and,  firft  of  all,  the  caufe  muft  be  removed; 
then  the  proper  aftringent  and  fweetcning  medicines  muft 

be 


40 


ON  THE  TEETH. 


be  adminiftered,  to  purify  the  mafs  of  blood;  and  it  is  very 
necefTary  to  abftain  from  every  thing  too  fait,  fpicy,  higK- 
leafoned,  or  what  elfe  may  render  the  blood  acid  or  fhavp. 

The  inflammation  of  the  Gums  proceeds,  for  the  moft 
part,  from  the  imprelTion  of  cold  air ; the  beft  remedy, 
therefore,  is  to  keep  them  warm. 

That  the  Gums  are  alfo  fnbjcdt  to  cancerous  tumours, 
from  the  above  raufes,  evidently  appears;  and  they  fliould 
always  be  fpeedily  extirpated.  Such  a difordu  muft  be 
confidered  as  a local  afFedlion  that  has  proceeded  from  fome 
glandular  or  vafcular  part  of.  the  Gums  being  vitiated, 
together  with  an  internal  or  predifpofing  caule  in  the  habit: 
it  requires,  therefore,  a very  ferious  and  mature  confidera- 
tion,  before  fuch  a cure  is  undertaken,  left  we  flipuld  hurry 
on  to  the  ofjeration  too  precipitately. 

Sometimes  ulcers  will  affedt  the  Gums.  Their  external 
caufes  are,  rotten  Teeth,  the  tartar,  violent  falls,  blows, 
vitiated  faiiva;  or  any  other  injury  offered  to  them.  The 
feurvy,  and  vitiated  humours,  are  the  internal  caufes;  and, 
thereforp,  a radical  cure  of  the  ulcers  will  never  take  place, 
except  thefe  are  entirely  got  the. better  of.  They  are  fome- 
times  more,  fometimes  lefs,  deep  in'  the  Gums;  when  they 
are  not  deep,  aftringents  and  antifcorbutics  may  be  of  ufe ; 
but,  when  they  are  deep,  they  will  even  produce  a fwelling, 
and  an  excrefcence  in  the  Gums;  and,  therefore,  we  muft 
take  cafe  to  cut  off  the  fuperfluity,  and  follow  the  method 
that  was  mentioned  when  we  fpoke  of  tumours  and  ex- 
Crefcences. 

Ulcers  are  of  different  forts,  and  vary  greatly  in  their 
appearance;  but,  as  they  always  proceed  from  the  above 
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caufes  (aod  the  nature  of  this  work  will  not  allow  of  pro- 
lixity), it  will  be  unnecelTary  to  defcribe  them. 

The  abfcefles,  or  impofthumes,  that  are  formed  in  the 
Gums,  proceed,  for  the  moft  part,  from  fome  bad  Tooth,  or 
from  fome  Tooth  not  drawn  in  time ; or  they  may  proceed 
from  the  intemperature  of  the  air,  from  fome  violent  blow, 
&c.  as  alfo  from  the  extraftion  of  a Tooth  difficult  to  draw. 
When  the  cord  of  the  Tooth  is  left  uncovered,  either  by 
a caries,  or  fome  other  caufe,  it  fwells  and  inflames,  com- 
municating the  inflammation  to  the  periofteum,  that  covers 
the  root,  and  lines  tjie  focket  and  fubftance  of  the  maxillary 
bones;  the  inflammation  then  proceeds  to  the  focket,  and  fo 
to  the  Gums,  where  the  abfcefs  is  formed,  from  its  being  a 
much  fofter  part.  We  muft  not  negleiV  to  examine  the 
Tooth ; and,  if  we  find  that  to  be  the  caufe,  it  muft  be 
drawn  immediately,  even  if  there  was  a flux  of  humours 
upon  the  Gums;  for,  the  corrupted  matter,  that  ftagnates  in 
that  place,  might  be  very  pernicious  to  the  contiguous  bony 
fubftance : then  we  muft  make  ufe  of  ihofe  remedies  that 
are  prefcribed  in  fuch  cafes,  in  order  to  make  a perfeft  cure; 
for,  if  it  were  not  fpeedily  effefted,  it  would  prove  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  Gums,  the  fockets,  and  the  contiguous  Teeth. 

The  fame  caufes,  alfo,  will  produce  fiftulas  in  the  Gums, 
which  are  more  or  lefs  of  a malignant  nature.  In  order  to 
remove  them,  it  will  be  proper  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame 
things  that  were  prefcribed  for  the  abfcefles,  or  of  any  thing 
clfe  that  the  Ikilful  pradlitioner  will  find  neceffary. 

Little  cancers,  that  appear  fometimes  in  the  Gums,  may 
be  deftroyed  by  a cauftic.  Thofe  that  arife  from  fome 
internal  caufe,  are  more  malignant  and  ftubborn.  Some- 
times they  are  very  numerous,  and  fmall,  of  colour  different 
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from  other  cancers,  and  almoft  always  accompanied  by- 
ulcers  fomewhere  elfe. 

Thofe  that  proceed  from  the  fluids  being  tainted  by  the 
venereal  difeale,  are  diftinguiflied  from  thofe  that  arife 
from  a fcorbutic  humour;  for,  the  former  are  deeper,  more 
painful,  and  full  of  blood,  yielding  a great  quantity  of. 
foetid  matter,  and  occafioning  a great  fwelling  in  the  lips. 
The  fecond  are  of  a milder  nature,  and  not  fo  inflam- 
matory. Without  purifying  the  vitiated  humours  internally, 
as  was  formerly  hinted,  all  outward  applications  will  be 
quite  ufelefs. 

The  Gums  arc  alfo  fubjeft  to  fuppuration ; and,  in  this 
way,  they  are  not  only  liable  to  be  deftroyed,  but  the  Teeth 
alfo.  I have  remarked,  that  fat  perfons  are  more  fubjeft  to 
this  diforder  than  thofe  of  a meagre  conftitution,  on  account 
of  their  having  a greater  quantity  of  humours.  The  fore 
parts  of  the  incifares,  canini^  and  fqiall  grinders,  towards  the 
root,  are  moft  liable  to  be  affefted  with  it;  they  grow  of  a 
brownifli  colour;  and,  in  proportion  as  the  diforder  either 
increafes  or  declines,  they  aflume  a different  appearance. 

Suppuration  frequently  happens  in  thofe  Gums  where  the 
fockets  are  wanting.  The  Gum,  as  well  as  the  focket, 
being  divefted  bf  the  periofteum,  and  confequently  not  able 
to  adhere,  is,  by  being  left  to  itfelf,  and  cxpofed  to  the  air, 
affefted  with  little  ulcers,  that  will  foon  occafion  fuppura- 
tion ; and,  therefore,  it  becomes  neceflary,  in  order  to 
avoid  more  dangerous  confequences,  to  cut  off  that  part  of 
the  Gum  which  is  left  unattached ; and,  likewife,  to  remove 
all  other  caufes,  fuch  as  the  furcharge  of  humours,  &c.  by 
adhibiting  medicines  which  may  be  adapted  to  anfvver  that 
'end. 
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CASES. 

t 


CASE  I. 

A-bout  three  years  lince,  a Lady,  from  the  county  ot 
Kent,  having  had  one  of  the  dentes  molares^  on  the  left  fide 
of  the  upper  jaw,  unikilfully  drawn,  applied  to  William 
Bromfield,  Efq.  Surgeon  to  her  Majefty,  and  to  St.  George’s 
Hofpital  (a  gentleman  not  more  diftinguifhed  by  his  maftcrly 
knowledge  in  his  profeffion,  than  by  his  liberality  and  po- 
litenefs),  who,  upon  infpefting  the  feat  of  the  complaint, 
defired  I might  be  fent  for.  Her  diftrefs,  we  fufpefted, 
arofe  from  matter  contained  in  the  hollow  parts  of  the 
maxillary  bones  which  form  the  finus,  called  antrum  high- 
tnorianum.*  Upon  acquainting  the  Lady  with  the  little 
pain  the  operation  would  give  her,  file  confented  to  its 
being  performed ; and  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Bromfield, 
I made  a punfture,  with  the  ufual  inftrument,  through  the 
bottom  of  the  focket  of  the  Tooth,  which  had  been  ex- 
trafted,  into  the  finus,  from  whence  a confiderable  quantity 
of  very  foetid  matter,  of  a difagreeable  colour,  ifliied.  The 
finus  was  direftly  deterged,  by  means  of  a fyringe,  with  my 
Tin<£ture;  which  being  repeated,  every  four  or  five  hours, 
file  perfectly  recovered  from  her  complaint  in  a few  days. 


* This  finus  is  not  very  properly  named  from  Dr.  Highmore,  as  it  was 
evidently  known,  before  his  time,  to  the  great  Vefali us,  and  others. 
eSce  Palfin’s  Ofteology,  tab  2,  fig.  2 — Drake’s  Anatomy,  tab.  18,  figs 
1 and  2.) — Morgagni  obferves,  thefe  finufles  are  fometimes  wanting, 
though  very  ttac\y,—Mvcrfaria  Jlnatomica,  vi, 
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^ CASE  II. 

A Gentleman,  in  a diftinguiflied  ftation  in  the  Eafl  Indies, 
about  the  fame  period,  returned  to  this  Kingdom,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a complaint  in  his  mouth,  which  arofe  from  a 
broken  point  of  one  of  the  upper  incifores  irritating  the 
gums-.  A flefliy  excrefcence,  the  fize  of  a large  filbert,  was 
formed  between  the  upper  lip  and  the  os  mala^  which  was 
attended  with  fevere  pain,  and  had  a cancerous  appearance. 

^ He  confented  to  have  the  excrefcence  removed  from  the 
root ; which  I immediately  performed  with  a fmall  biftory. 
A flight  haemorrhage  followed,  which  was  flopped  with  a 
piece  of  lint  dipped  in  my  Tinfture,  with  which  the  wound 
was  conflantly  waflied  twice  a-day  ; and,  in  lefs  than  a 
week,  the  patient  was  perfedlly  cured. 


CASE  III. 

Some  years  fince.  Captain  Nelfon,  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
(whom  I accidentally  met  with  at  Portfmouth),  ftiewed  me 
a fimilar  flefliy  excrefcence,  confiderably  larger  than  the 
former,  which,  whenever  he  was  fliaved,  gave  him  uncom- 
mon pain  He  applied  to  one  of  the  furgeons  at  the  Hof- 
pital,  who  alTured  him  the  cafe  was  venereal,  and  had  pre- 
pared.him  to  go  through  a mercurial  courfe.  I gave  my 
opinion  of  the  complaint;  and  the  furgeon,  upon  a con- 
fultation,  having  no  objeftion  to  its  being  extirpated,  I re- 
moved it  with  a biftory,  and  the  cure  was  completed,  in  a 
few  days,  without  any  other  application  than  the  Tinfture. 

I faw  this  gentleman  two  years  afterwards,  when  his 
perfeft  ftate  of  health  confirmed  my  prognoftic,  and  con- 
vinced the  Hofpital-furgeon  of  his  miftake. 
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CASE  IV. 

* 

A Lady  of  diftinftion,  about  twenty-two  years  of  age 
in  the  month  of  July,  1777,  fcnt  for  me,  in  confequence 
of  a very  alarming  complaint  in  her  mouth.  Her  gums 
appeared  greatly  fwelled,  looked  very  florid,  and  were 
exceedingly  painful;  -flie  complained  of  a braflTy  tafte,  'and 
had  fome  difficulty  of  fwallowing  any  kind  of  folid  food. 

An  apothecary  in  the  neighbourhood  had  been  applied 
to,  the  day  before  I faw  her,  and  pronounced  the  difeafe  an 
inflammatory  fore  throat,  from  cold.  Though,  at  that  time, 
I had  fome  fufpicion  that  her  diftrefs  arofe  from  another 
fource,  I had  no  objeftion  to  her  continuing  the  ufe  of  an 
emollient  gargle,  with  nitre,  which  had  been  ordered  for  her. 
The  next  day,  all  her  fymptoms  were  aggravated;  when, 
being  ftill  farther  confirmed  in  the  conjefture  1 had  at  firft 
formed,  I requefted  an  experienced  furgeon  might  be  con- 
fulted,  and  accordingly,  Mr.  Glover,  Surgeon-Major  of 
the  Eflex  regiment,  the  following  morning  was  called  in. 
On  infpefting  the  feat  of  the  diforder,  we  found  three  of 
the  lower  indfores  loofe,  the  breath  very  foetid,  and  a great 
quantity  of  faliva  fecreted  from  the  glands.  The  laft-men- 
tioned  gentleman,  on  our  retiring,  declared,  the  Lady  had 
been  taking  fome  preparation  of  mercury,  which  was  the 
caufe  of  the  above  fymptoms. 

As  the  matter  was  of  fo  delicate  a nature,  and  the  other 
praftitioner  did  not  fall  in  with  this  opinion,  though  it 
intirely  correfponded  with  that  I had  at  firft  adopted,  the 
utmoft  caution  was  obferved  in  afking  the  neceflary  ques- 
tions of  the  Lady,  and  her  domeftics.  One  of  them,  after 
a long  enquiry,  faid,  the  hair-drcflTer  had  occafionally  ufed  a 
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finall  quantity  of  fome  mercurial  pomatum.  The  man, 
who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  was  direftly  fent  for ; and 
after  fome  helitation,  produced  a box,  which  w’as  found  to 
contain  about  an  ounce  of  the  Unguentum  Neapolitamm,  not 
above  half  a drachm  of  which,  it  appeared,  he  had  ufed  in 
the  drelling,  in  order  to  prevent  a certain  kind  of  ani- 
malculae  from  breeding  in  the  hair.  By.  proper  medical 
treatment,  the  Lady  recovered  her  health  in  about  ten  days 
after ; but  her  gums  continued  in  a fpongy,  flaccid  ftate, 
for  fome  time,  till  they  were  brought  to  thtir  natural  beauty 
and  firmnefs,  by  the  repeated  ufe  of  the  Tinfture,  which 
I found,  by  experience,  the  beft  application,  yet  difeovered, 
for  ftrengthening  the  gums,  and  making  them  adhere  to 
the  Teeth,  after  they  have  been  injured  by  the  exhibition 
of  mercurial  medicines. 

I have  been  the  more  particular,  in  the  recital  of  the 
above  cafe,  as  I think  a ptyalifm  more  frequently  happens 
from  this  caufe,  than  is  generally  imagined  ; and  as  it  lliews, 
in  a ftriking  manner,  how  foon  fome  conftitutions  are 
affefted  by  the  fmallefl:  quantities  of  mercury,  even  exter- 
nally applied.  Two  cafes,  which  lately  came  under  my 
jnfpeftion,  though  not  attended  with  fuch  fevere  fymptoms, 
have  corroborated  this  opinion.  ^ 


CASE  V. 

I lhall  juft  lay  before  the  reader  another  inflance  of  the 
caufe  of  a painful  diforder  being  egregioufly  miftaken. 

t 

An  Officer  of  the  Guards,  about  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  being,  laft  autumn,  upon  a viCt  to  his  friends  in  York- 
lliire,  was  feized  with  a violent  pain  on  both  fides  of  the 
face,  which,  according  to  his  own  words,  “ ran  along  the 
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upper  jaw,  and  terminated  at  the  ear.”  His  diforder  was 
treated  by  a practitioner,  faid  to  be  very  eminent  for  his 
phyfical  knowledge,  as  a rheumatic  complaint;  for  which 
he  was  bled,  and  took  a quantity  of  medicines.  But,  the 
pain  continuing  foipe  days,  with  great  violence,  another 
phyfician  was  confulted,  who  declared  the  difeafe  was  of  a 
nervous  kind,  and,  accordingly,  ordered  him  into  the 
warm  bath,  and  prefcribed  camphire  and  opium,  in‘ large 
dofes.  Receiving  little  benefit  from  this  treatment,  the 
gentleman  came  to  town,  and  confulted  me,  on  the  very 
evening  of  his  arrival. 

On  examining  his  mouth,  I felt  two  of  the  dentes  faplen- 
tia^  of  the  upper  jaw,  making  their  way  through  the 
gums,  which  I immediately  lanced;  and  his  complaint 
intirely  left  him,  before  ten  o’clock  that  night. 

Several  cafes,  of  a fimilar  kind,  have  come  under  my 
infpeftion,  in  the  courfe  of  my  practice ; but  the  above  are 
fufficient  to  caution  every  fagacious  praflitioner  from  pro- 
nouncing, without  the  ftrifteft  examination,  upon  the  nature 
of  general  fymptoms,  which  have  been  too  often  called  by 
the  names  of  diforders  that  never  exifted. 


CASE  VI. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1782,  Richard  Car}’, 
Efq.  (late  of  the  Middle  Temple),  of  a healthy  habit,  about 
twenty-fix  years  of  age,  was  afflifted  with  a violent  heat, 
fwelling,  and  bleeding  in  his  gums,  which  prevented  him 
from  chewing  his  food,  and  which  continued  nearly  three 
weeks,  when  he  confulted  an  apothecary,  who  attended 
him  for  nearly  two  months;  during  which  time,  he  took 
feveral  medicines,  was  bled,  and  conftantly  gargled  his  mouth 
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with  a folution  of  honey  of  rofes  in  diftilled  vinegar.  The 
complaint,  however,  increafed,  and  a furgeon  of  charac- 
ter, being  called  in,  pronounced  his  cafe,  “ a wafting  of 
the  alnieolar  procefs,  from  a conftitutional  difeafe,  which 
would  probably  deftroy  the  gums,  and  occalion  the  lofs  of 
moft  of  his  Teeth.” 

Not  fatisfied  with  this  melancholy  prognoftic,  he  applied 
to  a celebrated  dentift,  who  readily  undertook  to  remove  his 
complaint  in  a ftiort  fpace,  by  means  of  a lotion  and  opiate, 
which  feemed,  in  the  courfe  of  feme  weeks,  only  to  increafe. 
the  patient’s  diftrefs. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1783,  Mr.  Cary’s  gums  appeared 
one  common  ulcer ; and  the  necks  of  the  indjores  and  canini 
of  the  jaws  were  entirely  denuded. 

When  I firft  faw  him,  about  the  beginning  of  Auguft 
following,  there  was  a confiderable  difeharge  of  matter  from 
the  infide  of  the  gums,  which  appeared  in  puffs,  all  along 
the  upper  jaw,  of  a dark  brown  colour,  hanging  over  the 
fockets  of  the  T^eth,  moft  of  which  were  loofe.  I direftly 
took  off  the  ragged  fwellings  of  the  gums,  with  a biftory, 
Avhich  gave  him  no  pain,  and  fcarified  them  between  each 
Tooth,  direfting  him  to  apply  my  Tindlure,  feveral  times 
a-day,  with  a fine  fponge,  adding  to  each  fpoonful  of  it, 
fifty  drops  of  the  Thebaic  Timfture  of  the  London  Difpen- 
fatory.  He  was  ordered  to  live  fparingly,  with  refpeft  to 
rich  animal  foups,  which  he  had  been  fuffered  to  indulge 
in  for  a confiderable  time,  and  drink  a pint  of  the  ftrong 
decoftion  of  Peruvian  bark,  twice  a day. 

In  a^ut  ten  days,  I took  off  feveral  more  pieces  of 
redundant  flefli  from  the  gums,  both  of  the  upper  and  lower 
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jnw,  and  had  the  great  fatisfaftion  to  find  frefli  granula- 
tions, of  a fine  natural  colour,  fprnuting  round  the  necks 
of  the  Teeth  which  were  loofe. 

In  a week  after,  being  difgufted  with  the  bark,  and  in 
every  refpeft  better,  he  left  it  off,  as  well  as  the  Tinft. 
Thebaic,  ufing  my  Tincture  only  twice  a day,  morning 
and  evening,  keeping  it  in  his  mouth  for  ten  minutes,  or  a 
quarter  of  an  hour. 

Mr.  Gary  being  unexpeftedly  obliged  to  go  to  the  Con- 
tinent, I heard  no  more  of  him  ’till  laft  November,  when 
I received  the  following  letter ; 


“ SIR, 

“ I think  myfelf  obliged,  from  a principle  of  gratitude, 
to  return  you  my  thanks,  for  the  great  advantages  I have 
derived  from  your  Tinfture,  which  elfeftually  removed 
my  complaints  in  little  more  than  five  weeks,  after  I began 
to  life  it  every  morning  and  evening,  My  Teeth  are  now 
firmly  fixed  in  their  fockets,  and  my  gums  in  a firm  and 
healthy  ftate.  As  I owe  this  falutary  alteration  to  the 
efficacy  of  your  valuable  remedy,  you  are  at  liberty  to  pub. 
lifh  an  account  of  my  cafe,  which  the  Faculty  have  pro- 
nounced a very  Angular  one,  in  the  papers,  or  in  any  othep 
manner  you  may  think  expedient. 


“ I am,  Sir,  &c.  See. 


“ Spa,  Ncv.  6. 

“ Mr.  Rufpini,  Pall-Mall,  London." 


“ R.  CARY.” 
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CASE  VII. 

Chevalier  Ruspini,  Surgeon-Dentift  to  His  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  having,  in'  the  courfe  of  his 
extenfive  praftice,  often  met  with  cafes  wherein  perfons, 
from  miftaken  motives  of  economy,  have  incautioufly  been 
induced  to  ufe  improper  mixtures,  either  for  cleanfing  or 
preferving  their  Teeth,  or  for  remedying  fume  trifling  pain, 
and  thereby  produced  quite  the  contrary  eflrefts,  wifties  to 
guard  the  public,  and  particularly  fuch  as  are  poflefled  of 
good  Teeth,  againft  this  imprudence. 

He  is  induced  to  make  this  caution  public,  from  a recent 
circumflance,  which  occurred  a few  weeks  ago,  when  a 
Lady  applied  to  him  for  his  advice,  in  confequence  of 
having  had  a fine  fet  of  Teeth  almoft  .deftroyed  by  the 
application  of  mineral  acids,  taken  from  an  old  family 
recipe.  Thefe  compofitions  are  the  more  dangefous, 
becaufe,  on  firft  application,  they  render  the  Teeth  beau- 
tifully white,  and  induce  the  acquaintance,  of  fuch  as  try 
the  experiment,  to  fall  into  the  fame  fnare,  which  is  difco- 
vered,  in  a fhort  time,  by  a total  change  of  colour,  either 
to  yellow  or  brown,  and  a deftruftion  of  the  enamel ; 
whereby  the  bony  part  of  the  Tooth  becomes  expofed  to 
the  air,  and>  in  common  with  any  other  bone  in  like  cir- 
cumftances,  to  quick  decay,  attended  with  frequent  ex- 
cruciating pains  Many  ladies,  in  this  town,  have  reafon  to 
lament  the  irreparable  lofs  of  a once  beautiful  fet  of  Teeth, 
by  trying  firriilar  applications. 

Inftead  of  fuch  dangerous  experiments,  the  effe^ls  of 
which  are  not  to  be  remedied,  the  Chevalier  can  fafely 
recommend  the  ufe  of  his  Dentifrice  Powder  and  Tinftuie, 

which 


ON  THE  TEETH. 


51 


which  have  flood  the  teft  of  nearly  half  a century’s  ufe,  by 
the  principal  nobility  and  gentry  in  London,  and  other 
parts  of  Europcj  as  well  as  in  the  Eafl  and  Wefl  Indies, 
and  America,  and  are  celebrated  as  the  mofl  effeAual  reme- 
dies for  all  diforders  incident  to  the  Teeth  and  Gums,  ren- 
dering the  former  beautifully  white,  and  preferving  them 
found  and  ufeful  ’till  old  age,  and  clearing  the  latter  from 
all  fcorbutic  eruptions. 

His  Elixir,  for  the  cure  of  the  Tooth-ach,  in  cafes  where 
extraftion  is  not  neceflary ; and  Styptic,  for  the  immediate 
floppage  of  bleeding,  however  violent,  whether  internal  or 
external,  to  be  had  as  ufual. 


RUSPINI’s  DENTIFRICE  and  TINCTURE. 

This  Tinfture,  which  has,  for  fo  many  years,  been  tifed 
and  fanftioned  by  the  firfl  nobility  and  gentry,  will  be  found 
mofl  falutary  during  the  prefent  feafon,  the  efl'edfs  of  cold 
and  damp  air,  on  the  Teeth  and  Gums,  being  repelled  and 
countcrafted  by  its  balfamic  and  aflringent  qualities.  Its 
mofl  powerful  ufe  is  to  defend  the  nerves  connefted  with 
the  Teeth,  which  are  now  mofl  liable  to  be  afFefted,  and 
often  with  the  mofl  excruciating  pain. 

For  violent  Tooth-achs,  the  Chevalier  recommends  his 
Elixir,  which  will,  almoft  inflantaneoufly,  remove  that 
anguilh 

Thefc  medicines  (with  his  Balsamic  Styptic,  for 
the  cure  of  haemorrhages,  both  internal  and  external),  are 
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to  be  had  of  him,  in  Pall-Mall,  and  of  the  venders  under 
his  fpecial  appointment. 

The  Chevalier  is  compelled,  from  the  number  of  per.- 
fonal  applications  at  his  houfe,  to  leftrift  his  out-door  vifits, 
iinlefs  in  cafes  of  particular  neccflity,  to  Tuefdays  and 
Fridays  only.  On  the  other  days  of  the  week,  he  is  to  be 
found  at  home,  and  confulted,  as  ufual,  on  all  diforders 
which  relate  to  the  Teeth  and  Gums. 


Pall-Mall^  December  i,  i8oo. 


